
NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

We celebrate the nativity/birth of St John the Baptist. The birthday of St 

John the Baptist is one of the three birthdays the Church celebrates 

during the year of worship. The other two are the birthday of Jesus 

Christ; Christmas and the birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

The celebration of the nativity of St John the Baptist points out that the 

Church ranks St John the Baptist right up there with Jesus Christ and his 

Blessed Mother Mary because his role in salvation history. 

The parents of St John the Baptist, Zechariah, a priest of the priestly 

division of Abijah and Elizabeth, were well beyond normal childbearing 

age when the angel Gabriel appeared to Zechariah and foretold the 

birth of John. The angel assured Zechariah that the child would be great 

before the Lord and he would be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from 

his mother’s womb. 

The gospel reading focuses on the child’s name. When Elizabeth said he 

would be called John and those around did not understand why the 

name “John” they asked his father and he wrote “John is his name”. 

The name “John” which means God is gracious was divinely appointed 

and this placed John in a line of great Old Testament figures like Isaac, 

Samson and Samuel who were chosen to fulfill a role in salvation. 

God was indeed gracious because Zechariah and Elizabeth because had 

lost all hope of conceiving in their old age. 

John the Baptist’s role in salvation history was to bear witness to the 

light. John 1:8 says, “He was not the light, but he came to bear witness 

to the light”. Luke 1: 17 says he came to prepare a people fit for the 

Lord. 



In the second reading St Paul also speaks about John’s special role in 

salvation history. He identifies John’s special role as preparing the way 

for the Messiah. 

To play his role in salvation history, the gospel reading tells us that the 

hand of the Lord was with him and he grew and became strong in spirit. 

In the first reading the servant speaks and describes his call from his 

mother’s womb and how God empowered him with gifts as a speaker. 

He also speaks about how difficult his task was going to be and how his 

task was to bring together the people of Israel while also being a light 

of salvation to the nations of the earth. 

The response to today’s Psalm is “I praise you for I am wonderfully 

made”. 

Each and every one of us is unique and is wonderfully made by God for 

a purpose. And the purpose, according to the celebration of the nativity 

of St John the Baptist, I will say is to enable the light of Christ to shine 

out more fully in our world; to point out Christ to the people, to save 

the people’s lives. 

Like the servant in the first reading and St John the Baptist God has 

empowered us with gifts and grace to fulfill this purpose. But for us to 

overcome the things, difficulties that may prevent us from performing 

this role we need to grow and become strong in spirit. That is to say we 

need to make Christ center of our lives. We have to live the lives of the 

sacraments we receive. 

To conclude, I will say let us always thank God for the wonder of our 

being and allow our faith to give us joy so that we may become St John 

the Baptist to others. 

 


