
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The third Sunday of October every year is designated as World Mission Sunday. It 

is a day to celebrate God’s call to all people and to invite all people around the 

world to live in God’s love. 

It is also a day to offer our prayers and financial support to those who serve as 

missionaries. 

On this day, I would like to express my profound appreciation to you for all that 

you are doing to help the people in our community and beyond especially to the 

people in Savanette, Haiti our mission parish to find wholeness and fulfillment in 

life. 

“Grant that in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at your left.” 

(Mark 10:37) 

Some of us care about where we sit when we attend certain programs, functions 

or celebrations. 

We care about where we sit at a concert, a movie, a game, a dinner or at Mass. 

In today’s gospel reading we see James and his brother John looking for the best 

seats in Jesus’ kingdom. They ask for seats at the right and left hand of Jesus in his 

glory. 

James and John by their request want to occupy the highest positions in the 

kingdom, much as the most important ministers of state or sub chiefs would sit 

next to the president or the head of state or king. 

They are seeking to become the most prominent or great people in Jesus’ 

kingdom. 

They have good intentions but they and in fact the rest of the apostles do not 

know what it takes to become important members in Jesus’ glory. Jesus, then, 

takes the opportunity to teach them about the due process to greatness. 



As Christians, we have been invited to be members of God’s family, to be active 

and prominent members of the church. We have been called to sit closely with 

Jesus. 

But for us to be active and prominent members in his church, in his glory he 

expects us to modify our attitudes and behaviors to be more in line with his. 

One thing that Jesus wants us to modify to be more in line with his in today’s 

gospel is how we see greatness. 

Jesus teaches us that true greatness lies in service. The one who serves is the first: 

he is the one who is truly prominent because he gives of himself to others. 

To act in this way is to act in harmony with Jesus, for the son of man came not to 

be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

As Christians, we are called to serve God’s people at all times, in all places and in 

all situations. By our compassionate love, the poor, the sick and the needy will find 

wholeness and fulfillment in life. 

It is said that life is created to be celebrated and its benefits shared. It is also said 

that one can fully live his or her dreams when he or she assists others to achieve 

theirs. Such kindness requires sacrifice, courage and suffering. 

Let us continue to cultivate the spirit of service. In doing so, there will be 

challenges and difficulties but we should not allow them to prevent us from 

serving God and mankind. Let us be steadfast in our faith as the second reading 

tells us. For we have Jesus the great high priest help us. 

 


