
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

This week in our parish we celebrate National Vocations Awareness week. 

During the week we encouraged to pray for our seminarians that they may 

preserve in their formation. We are also asked to pray for our priests that they 

may remain faithful to their joyful vocation. Finally, we are to pray for all those 

who are discerning their vocation. 

Today’s first reading from the Letter to the Hebrews continues to speak about 

Jesus’ priesthood. 

The author tells us that Jesus Christ, the new priest, is fundamentally different 

from any other priests because he is sent by God to mortal humanity and since he 

lives forever he makes intercession for us. 

He is the eternal high priest who forever opens the door to friendship with God. 

As Christians we have a share in Christ’s priesthood. You have it by virtue of your 

baptism and I by virtue of my ordination. 

Our share in Christ’s priesthood implies that we are called to be instruments of 

God’s ongoing self-offering of love and grace. 

When I was in the middle school I developed a strong desire to help others. So, at 

the age of sixteen when I decided to go the seminary high school and I was asked 

why I wanted to become a priest, my answer was that I wanted to help others to 

save their souls.  At that time, I did not understand what it meant by helping 

others to save their souls. 

But throughout my seminary formation and priestly life I have come to know that 

to help others to save their souls means that I have been called to be an 

instrument of God’s ongoing self-offering of love and grace. 

By my ordination, I have been called by our loving and merciful God to administer 

sacraments, to serve, to lead, to teach, to preach and to witness love and mercy. 

I know that the sacramentality of priesthood makes my life as a priest possible. 



A portion of the prayer of consecration recited by my bishop when he was 

ordaining me read: 

“Grant to this your servant whom you have chosen the power of the priesthood. 

May he be faithful to the work you are about to entrust to him; may he be an 

example of holy life to the people who will be entrusted to his care.” 

But the sacramentality of the priesthood does not make my life as a priest easy. I 

know I have great responsibility. However, the love of God and my desire to help 

others urge me on. 

Today’s first reading and the gospel speak about the law of love of God and 

neighbor. 

In the first reading the people of Israel were encouraged to acknowledge the role 

that the Lord, their God had played in their lives and as a result they must respond 

to what God had done for them by loving him with an undivided heart. 

“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone! 

Therefore, you shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 

and with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

Take to heart these words which I enjoin on you today.” 

In the gospel when one of the scribes tests Jesus’ understanding of the law of love, 

Jesus answers simply that he must love God with all that he is and love his 

neighbor as himself. 

According to Jesus, our human relationships must flow from our relationship with 

God. 

That is, what Jesus offers us today is that love of God and love of neighbor should 

direct our every action. 

As priestly people, we are encouraged to allow the law of love of God and 

neighbor to influence every decision we make in life. 


