
THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

One ancient institution that has had great impact and influence on people and 

societies is kingship. It is true that the institution of kingship has lost some of its 

significance and influence in modern times but in some places, its significance and 

impact are still felt. For example, in Ghana the institution of kingship continues to 

play significant and relevant roles in national development. It is still part and parcel 

of the running of the country. Kings /chiefs are, traditionally, both the political and 

religious leaders. They are custodians of the culture and heritage and they are to 

promote the welfare of their people. 

On this last Sunday of the Liturgical Year, the Church celebrates the solemnity of 

Christ, King of the Universe. 

It is one of the “idea feasts” that do not celebrate an event in the life of Jesus but 

rather some aspect of his identity. 

It is said that Pope Pius the eleventh instituted this feast in 1925 as a rallying-call 

to all Christians to acknowledge the sovereignty of Christ our king over all earthly 

powers, kingdoms and peoples. 

This call was very necessary in an age when secularism and earthly ambitions were 

drawing the minds of men and women further away from God and Christ and from 

their own eternal interests. 

This call is still necessary today when secularism and atheism are growing. 

Christ is the king of a new and everlasting kingdom. 

In the first reading, Daniel sees the one “like a son of man” coming on clouds to 

receive the Kingdom. 

Christ is the “son of man” who receives the universal kingdom. It is an everlasting 

dominion and it shall not be destroyed. 

The second reading describes Christ as the founder of our kingdom who one day 

would judge all mankind. 

In the Gospel Jesus tells us that his kingdom is not from this world. The kingdom is 

the communion of human beings with the Father through Jesus. And this comes 

about by God’s initiative and action. It originated from God, not the world. 



It is said that the fidelity of Christ the king endures forever, straight and high as the 

obelisk (mighty stone pillar) in St Peter square in Rome. This mighty stone pillar 

once stood in the circus of Nero and looked down to the suffering of the martyrs. 

Today the obelisk is surmounted by a cross in which contained a relic of the true 

cross of Christ. And proudly it bears the inscription: Christus vincit, Christus 

regnat, Christus imperat (Christ conquers, Christ rules, Christ commands). 

Christ the King conquers for he has rescued us from the slavery of sin and brought 

us into his kingdom; our communion with the Father. But we know that it is not 

everybody who accepts this communion with the Father. Christ is king but it is not 

everyone who wants to be in his kingdom. 

Christ the king rules but it is not everybody who accepts his rule. He is a 

contradiction and a threat to the attitudes and values of this world. We who 

accept his rule he wants us to be on his side always. 

Divided loyalty is the common human condition. It is the source of all sin. 

Let us allow Christ to reign over all areas of our lives.  Everything that we do must 

be subjected to his wisdom, teaching, truth and love. 

Our every act should bear witness to him. Every word we speak, every choice we 

make should extend his reign of love to those who are not in his kingdom; who are 

not in communion with his Father. 

The point is, let us live according to his commands and allow him to exercise his 

kingly rule in the world through us. 

 

 

 


