
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
We are in the second week of our preparation to get our hearts ready for the greatest 

Christmas gift of all—namely Jesus Christ. Advent, we say, is to help us to acknowledge 

in a special way God’s presence among us in his son at Christmas.  

In the first reading, the prophet Baruch encourages the people of Israel to shed off their 

life of despair and dismay. “Jerusalem, take off your robe of mourning and misery”. 

Israel at this time is going through a difficult time in history. They are feeling that God 

has abandoned them and condemned them to a life of no-return. It is at this time when 

it seems that all hope is lost,  God through the prophet Baruch speaks to them. He tells 

them to acquire a new identity and stand up and act like a people who know who God 

is; to act like the people of faith. They are to remember that God desires life for them, 

not destruction and their exile is not for destruction but for discipline.  

 

Let us identify ourselves with this prophecy of Baruch if we are dismayed or 

downhearted because of one or the other crisis we are going through: sickness or pain. 

There is no need to give up hope. Just as God did for the Israelites during the time of 

Baruch, in the same way, God can bring newness, freshness and renewal in our life 

through his son. 

 

In the Gospel for today John the Baptist announces the imminent coming of the 

presence of God among his people in his son Jesus Christ. 

John is the “voice” foretold by Isaiah (40:3), the one who cries in the desert, “Prepare 

the way for the Lord”. 

 



 

John the Baptist, in the Gospel, calls us to a life of renewal and a life of reconciliation as 

we prepare for the coming of Christ at Christmas. 

The point is John in the Gospel wants us to enter a new age of relationships. He wants 

us to be faithful in our relationships with God and our fellow human beings. He 

encourages us to resolve all conflicts that have dominated us so that we can live in 

peace with God and one another. 

 

In short, John tells us today to give God and our neighbor their right place in our daily 

lives. 

 

Let us heed to John’s call of renewal and reconciliation as we prepare to celebrate 

Christmas. 

 

Let us open a new and positive chapter of our relationships with God, the church and 

our neighbors.  Our lives as Christians should set us apart. 

 

Let us make the prayer of St Paul for the Philippians in today’s second reading our own; 

that the one who began a good work in us will continue to complete it until the day of 

Christ Jesus. 

 

It is also my prayer that in this season of Advent and eventually in the season of 

Christmas our exchange of gifts and cards, visiting families and friends, sharing meals 

and participation of spiritual programs may lead us to enter into deeper relationships 

with God and our fellow human beings. 

 


