
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Jesus took the child by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum”. 

A student of Bible Knowledge (BK) was asked the meaning of this Aramaic 

expression “Talitha koum” in English and instead of saying “Little girl, I say to you, 

arise!” he said, “Oh little girl, you are only twelve years and you want to die.” 

What I think the student meant was that the little girl of twelve years old was 

inviting death to herself or had the desire for death. 

We do sometimes invite death by the error of our life or bring on destruction by 

the works of our hands.  

The author of the Book of Wisdom calls us to take responsibility for the quality of 

our own lives. He tells us not court death by own erring way of life and not to draw 

to ourselves destruction by the works of our hands. (Wisdom 1: 12) 

In the first reading of today he tells us that death and suffering are the results of 

the deviation from God’s plan, they were not part of God’s original design. 

“God did not make death, nor does he rejoice in the destruction of the 

living….But by the envy of the devil, death entered the world, and they who 

belong to his company experience it.” 

The message from the author of the Book of Wisdom for us today is that our real 

destiny is an unending life with God. To attain this unending life with God we must 

always remember that we are created in the image of God and we must project 

God’s identity of immortality through our ethical conduct by loving justice and 

rejecting injustice that leads to death. Death here means total separation from 

God and the world. 

God does not delight in death; he delights in life so he sent his son Jesus to come 

and give us life, to give us the grace to help us to overcome things that are leading 

us to separate ourselves from him. 



In John 10: 10 Jesus says, “I came so that they might have life and have it more 

abundantly.” 

In the gospel reading we see Jesus responding to two people who were in dire 

need with his gift of life and grace—the healing of the woman who lived with the 

slow encroachment of death and the healing of the girl who actually experienced 

death. 

The synagogue official, Jairus by name fell at the feet of Jesus with an appeal: 

 “My daughter is at the point of death. Please, come lay your hands on her that 

she may get well and live.” 

The man’s desire that his daughter be restored to physical health reflects a deeper 

human longing for ultimate deliverance from death. 

Jesus did not remain indifferent to the official earnest pleading. Jesus assured him 

to have faith and should not be afraid even when he received a word that his 

daughter had died. 

Before Jesus raised her to life he told the people that his raising of the dead girl 

would be a sign that despair and terror at the finality of death are no longer an 

inevitable part of human life. 

What the woman afflicted with hemorrhages heard about Jesus stirred her to 

faith, despite all her disappointments over the years. She had experienced her life 

draining way.  She said to herself “If I but touch his clothes I shall be cured,” 

which means to be saved. 

When she did she was cured. Jesus wanted to give the woman spiritual as well as 

physical healing so he turned to seek her out. When she came forward Jesus 

welcomed her into his family by addressing her as daughter and then he said to 

her your faith had saved you. To be saved is to be brought into God’s family. 

Jesus proved in today’s gospel reading that he is the source of life for all in need. 



Sometimes what we do or things beyond us drain our lives away. They put us at 

the point of death; they separate us from God and the world. But the Church 

invites us to come to Jesus and ask him to put his hands on us so that we may get 

well and live or to have faith and touch his clothes whenever we see our lives 

being drained away or when we live with the slow encroachment of death. 

 


