
29th Sunday in ordinary Time 

Sometimes we gain our know-how from others in the field. So in a particular area 

of work the less experienced are mentored by the experienced people in that field. 

In 2015, as a newly arrived international priest, I had a six month mentorship with 

one of the experienced priests in the Diocese. I served in his parish and he shared 

with me his expertise. He also helped me understand parish life in the Diocese of 

Richmond and the greater American culture. 

It is always the hope and prayer of mentors that their mentees make use of the 

guidance they receive from them so that the mentees may be equipped for their 

work. That was also the hope and prayer of St Paul who mentored Timothy. 

Timothy’s grandmother and mother instructed him in the sacred scriptures of the 

Old Testament and Paul mentored Timothy to be a Christian leader. 

For Timothy to be loyal to Christian faith and to succeed as a Christian leader Paul 

tells him in the second reading to remain faithful to what he has learned and 

believed, because Timothy knows the one from whom he learned it. And he should 

make use of the sacred scriptures he has known from his infancy from his mother 

and grandmother for wisdom for salvation. 

In the reading he tells Timothy and us that Scripture/Bible is the product of divine 

and human cooperation and it is to help us for good works. 

“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for refutation, for 

correction, and training in righteousness so that one who belongs to God may be 

competent, equipped for every good work.” 

The point is, Paul exhorts us to remain open to the word of God and allow it to 

drive our hearts for every good work. We should allow it to help us to develop 

good and deeper relationship with God and one another. 

The scripture, the word of God plays an important role in our Christian lives. It is 

said that no matter what our task is scripture is the manual of directions. 

Prayer also helps us to develop our relationship with God. It is said that it is the 

basis for our relationship with God. 



 According to Pope Francis, the goal of prayer is of secondary importance; what 

matters above all is the relationship with the Father. 

So both the first reading and the gospel of today teach us on the need to be in 

constant touch with God through prayer. 

The position adopted for prayer among the Israelites was standing upright with 

both arms extended and palms of the hands turned up. 

In the first reading Aaron and Hur noticing that Israel had the better of the fight 

against Amalek whenever Moses’ hands were raised up, helped Moses sustain that 

posture through the long hours of battle. 

The main point in the reading is that through the constant intercession of Moses 

with God, God showed mercy to his people and they won the day. 

We see the widow in the parable in the gospel also winning her case because of 

her perseverance. The uncaring and unjust judge ruled favorably for the widow 

because of her persistence. 

We are aware of the need to stay in touch with God always in prayer. But at times 

we doubt the efficacy of prayer in our lives because we think our prayers are not 

answered or answers to them are delayed. 

The message for us today is we should not be put off even if we think God is 

delaying in answering our requests.  God will not disappoint us who have placed 

our faith in him. And let us always remember these words of Pope Francis “The 

goal of the prayer is of secondary importance; what matters above all is the 

relationship with the Father”. 

As we gather today to celebrate World Mission Sunday let us allow prayer and the 

scriptures be our daily bread, our powerful weapon and the staff as we seek to 

bring people to God and promote God’s kingdom of peace and love on earth. 

 

 


