
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

As human beings we have a desire to know or learn something. We are 

curious to know things happening around us. 

Sometimes our interest in knowing things around us is caused just by idle 

curiosity; wanting to know something for no specific reason. 

Curiosity brought Zacchaeus to encounter Jesus Christ and ultimately the 

offer of salvation to entire household in the gospel reading of today. 

Zacchaeus was eager to know what kind of a man Jesus was. He was 

short in stature who could not see Jesus in the center of the crowd, so he 

decided to run on ahead and climbed a tree so that he could get a good 

view of Jesus. 

It is said that Zacchaeus’ interest in seeing what Jesus was like was 

caused by something more than idle curiosity unknown to him. The grace 

of God was working within him. 

By some special grace of God when he saw Jesus he came to see himself 

as he was: a person in need of God’s mercy. 

The first reading tells us that God’s infinite mercy is ever at our disposal. 

Zacchaeus made use of it 

In fact, his name “Zacchaeus” means an innocent one but he had been 

defiled by his profession; chief tax-collector. 

He expected no privilege from Jesus so for Jesus to invite himself into his 

home was a big surprise to him but he was delighted with the honor. 

So he received Jesus with faith and joy and he showed his appreciation to 

Jesus in deeds. He decided to return fourfold whatever he had demanded 

unjustly of any tax-payer and also to give half of his possessions to the 

poor. 



The point is Jesus by encountering Zacchaeus changed Zacchaeus’ heart 

and Zacchaeus changed his ways. 

Brothers and sisters like Zacchaeus our eagerness to know Jesus better or 

our search for God is not caused just by idle curiosity. It is caused by the 

grace of God working within us. 

Jesus responds to our search for him by inviting himself into our hearts. 

And we have to respond to his invitation with faith and joy. 

Jesus changes our hearts so that we may change our ways. We need to 

do something concrete to show our acceptance of his offer of mercy and 

salvation. 

The Christian faith is the gracious gift of God’s infinite love and mercy to 

us. 

St Paul in the second reading reminds us that we have the duty to make 

ourselves worthy of the Christian faith which God has so generously given 

us. To help us do this he prays for us. 

“Brothers and sisters: We always pray for you, that our God may make 

you worthy of his calling and powerful to bring to fulfillment every good 

purpose and every effort of faith, that the name of our Lord Jesus may 

be glorified in you and you in him, in accord with the grace of our God 

and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Brothers and sisters being worthy of our Christian calling always is the 

best way to be prepared for Christ’s future coming. 

If we are doing our best each day to live our Christian faith, we need not 

worry about when our end comes. 

 


