
THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

 

As human beings we desire to do things as we like but at the same time we cannot 

have our own way; we cannot do things as we like because we live in societies, in 

communities 

History teaches us that wherever human beings lived together they had a ruler—a 

chief or a king. The rulers made laws to guide the people’s behaviors, interactions 

and relationships. The rulers had power to enforce the laws and the people were 

to obey them. 

The rulers’ main duty was to make their people’s lives less difficult and more 

bearable. They were supposed to seek the welfare of their people. This is still the 

case. 

As Christians we know we need material welfare as well as spiritual fulfillment. So 

as we need human leaders to promote our material welfare we also we need 

spiritual leaders to promote our spiritual fulfillment. 

Jesus Christ is our ruler, our King and our savior par excellence. He is more than all 

other leaders.  

St Paul in the second reading celebrates the supremacy of Christ: 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the first born of all creation. For in him 

were created all things in heaven and on earth, the visible and invisible, whether 

throne or dominions or principalities or powers…” 

So as we end our Liturgical Year this week the Church invites all of us to 

acknowledge the sovereignty of Christ our king over all earthly powers, kingdoms 

and peoples. 

The sovereignty of Christ is over all peoples but it is not everyone who accepts his 

rule and understands his saving acts. It is not everyone who understands his 

identity. 

In the gospel the people accused him of making himself king. They did not 

understand that he was sent to accomplish the mysteries of our redemption and 



to lead us to the eternal kingdom of God. So we see the rulers and others treating 

him with contempt. 

“Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached him to offer him wine they 

called out, if you are King of the Jews, save yourself. Above him there was an 

inscription that read, this is the King of the Jews.” 

One of the criminals hanging on the cross beside Jesus, however, understood 

Jesus’ identity as a king and accepted his saving acts. So he humbly requested, 

“Jesus, remember when you come into your Kingdom”. 

Jesus responded to his humble prayer for mercy by saying, “Amen, I say to you, 

today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

In other words, Jesus told him that he would be with him in God’s eternal 

Kingdom, a place prepared for those who truly accept God’s saving acts of love 

and mercy in their life. 

Jesus is truly our King. He came to lead us to God’s eternal Kingdom. Let us always 

put ourselves under his rule by living according to his commands and by accepting 

his saving acts of love and mercy in our lives. 

In the first reading, David was anointed as king over all the tribes of Israel. David is 

considered as an ideal king because he focused his kingship on the Lord. He put 

God at the center of Israel’s political life. 

Therefore, let us always subject all that we do; our leadership roles and any other 

duties we have to Jesus’ wisdom, truth and love. 

To conclude, I will say, let us allow Christ to exercise his kingly rule in the world 

through us. 

As we celebrate Thanksgiving on Thursday, with hearts full of love, let us continue 

to reach out in love to all people and in doing so we extend his reign of love to 

those who are not in communion with his Father. 

 


