
22nd Sunday in ordinary Time: Year C 

As human beings we have the tendency to look for special places, for titles of 

honor and positions of prestige. We want to be looked up to as successful. We 

look for responsibilities which bring praise and recognition. 

The point is, sometimes we do not like the ordinary and lowly situations. We want 

to appear great. 

In the Gospels Jesus, the true teacher of what is true, good and satisfying, teaches 

us what to desire, to value and to aim for in life. 

This is the good news. But it is said that we do not understand how good it is until 

we recognize that it is news. 

The good news that Jesus presents to us today is that true greatness is not 

something we get by sitting in places of honor, or associating with the right kind of 

people. True greatness is given to us when we accept ourselves as we are and 

when we humble ourselves to receive from God what can make us great in his 

sight. 

Pride is the Pharisees’ predominant vice because of their opposition to Jesus. Jesus 

is a friend to the sinners, tax collectors and the lower classes. The Pharisees will 

not descend so low as even to salute such outcasts, much less befriend them. 

Even among them, as on this occasion in the gospel reading, pride rears its ugly 

head. Each one thinks he is more important than any other and striving to have 

the highest place at the table. 

In a very simple parable Jesus, the true teacher of life, teaches them that humility 

is the route to “esteem”. 

What he wants us to understand is we receive from God what makes us great in 

his sight and we put ourselves in a position to be invited up higher when we treat 

each person with respect and recognize the dignity of each other. 



 Jesus in the gospel also encourages us to make those who have no honor 

according to accepted standards become honored people by serving their needs 

and making them happy. 

 So he tells the host, “When you hold a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your 

friends or your brothers or relatives or wealthy neighbors, in case they invite you 

back and you have repayment. Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the 

poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind…” 

 He wants us to use our positions and all that we have to positively influence the 

conditions and situations of those who are less privileged in our society. 

The same message about true greatness as something given to us by God comes 

up again in the first reading.  

In the reading we see the author as a loving father advising his son. He tells him to 

act always with humility that is, realizing that he is a creature of God, that any 

qualifications he may have are not his own but from God. 

“Humble yourself the more, the greater you are and you will find favor in the 

sight of God”. 

He who has greater gifts from God must recognize this and not take credit for 

himself. 

It is said that human as we are there is a seed of pride in us. Let us, therefore, pray 

for the grace of God to keep this seed in check and not let it grow in us.  

 And let us remember that pride/arrogance is the origin of almost all human 

troubles. It is vice that most threatens each person and society. It weakens our 

capacity to relate to others and to God. 

 

 

 


