
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

As we human beings we always want to keep our inheritance and property. We do not want to 

throw away our great fortune. And we also do not intentionally want to destroy our 

relationships. We want to keep them. 

But in today’s gospel reading, in the third parable, we see the prodigal son, the wayward son, 

throwing away his family inheritance. He does not only throw away his family 

inheritance/great fortune but also his great father and communion with the family as a whole. 

He goes to the father asks for a portion of his father’s inheritance. The father grants him the 

request. 

He then travels away from the father and the family to a distant land, where he squanders his 

family inheritance on sinful ways. 

Dying from hunger, he decides to return to his family home, not as a son but as a servant. 

The father seeing him from afar runs out to welcome him back into the family and restores his 

inheritance by asking his servants to put the best robe on him and a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feet.  

And the celebration which is the expression of the joy of the reunion of the father and son 

begins. 

The point is communion lost by the wayward son’s sinful attitude is restored by the father’s 

merciful and loving forgiveness. 

Sometimes because of our human weaknesses and sinful attitudes we behave like the son. We 

throw away our spiritual inheritance and the communion with God our Father. We exchange 

the riches of our spiritual inheritance for our own sinful desires. We travel away from him to a 

distant place; doing our own things. But we should know that without communion with him 

we do not have life. He alone can restore us to life. He is ready to welcome us back into his 

family. 

The people of Israel, in the first reading, exchange the riches of their spiritual inheritance for 

their own sinful desires.  

They take God’s gifts with which he has blessed them and use them not for God’s glory, but for 

their sinful purpose. Rather than turning to God with thankfulness and deepening their love 

for God, they turn away from God and seek communion with a molten calf. 

Because of this God rejects them but they experience the joy of God’s merciful love when 

Moses mediates on their behalf. 



Paul in the second reading gives evidence from his own life the abundance grace bestowed 

generously on him by Christ Jesus. In the reading Paul calls himself the foremost among all 

sinners.  

So, according to Paul, if Christ Jesus could show his mercy to him, how could Christ Jesus 

refuse it to anyone else who would believe in him. 

One thing that impedes our forgiveness is that sometimes we have trouble believing that God 

could forgive us or accepting that forgiveness, because we cannot forgive ourselves. 

Today’s readings remind us that God’s mercy is infinitely greater than any person’s sin. So, no 

matter how grave our sin is let us rise and go to the Father. 

It is for that reason that the Church invites us always to turn back to God and make use of the 

gifts he has given us in the sacrament of reconciliation and other sacraments. They provide us 

with grace and strength so that we may turn away from evil and return to the joy of being in 

communion with God. 


