
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

As Christians we believe that God is the source and goal of our lives. He is 

our ultimate center of value and true object of our loyalty. Hence, we 

desire to build up our relationship with him. 

 The first reading tells us that our desire to build up a relationship with 

God should help us to develop a just relationship with other people. 

Amos is called by God to preach to Northern Israel at a time when that 

nation is wealthy, arrogant and oppressive to its Southern neighbors. 

In today’s first reading, Amos speaks strongly against the exploitation of 

the poor and helpless with the view to acquire wealth. 

The people of Israel even though they are observing the religious 

celebrations such as the Sabbath and the temple worship in order to 

build up their relationships with God, they do not use them to develop a 

just relationship with other people especially, the poor. They are not 

honest in their dealings with them. 

They are in hurry to fulfill the religious obligation so that they can go in 

search of riches at the expense of the poor. 

“When will the new moon be over,” you ask, “that we may sell our 

grain, and the Sabbath, that we may display the wheat? We will 

diminish the ephah, add to the shekel and fix our scales for cheating!” 

Amos, in today’s readings, wants them to know that their observance of 

the Sabbath and their worship should lead them to cultivate a life of 

honesty and fairness in their relationship with the poor. 

The story in the gospel reading is about the steward who is about to be 

removed from his stewardship because of his dishonesty. The steward, 



then, makes friends, who will help him after he is unemployed, by 

reducing the amount of debts that the people owe to his master. 

According to Jesus, the master commends that dishonest steward for 

acting prudently; for his ability to assess the situation and turn it to his 

advantage. It is said that the basis of the commendation is his clever way 

of thinking, his insight and resourcefulness. 

The point here is not that Jesus is praising the dishonesty of the steward. 

But the point he is putting across is that people in the world work hard 

and sacrifice so much in order to attain material results, so, his followers 

should work and sacrifice even more because they have as their goal 

eternal results. He wants us to be dedicated and willing to sacrifice 

everything for our eternal goal. 

 Jesus wants us to use what we have to enter into lasting relationship 

with God; treasure, time and talents. 

Let us continue to be grateful to God for what we have in this life and use 

it to build up our relationships with God who is the source and goal of our 

lives and with others. And let us always remember that we are to serve 

God, not money. 

St Paul, in the second reading, reminds us of one of the basic duties of a 

Christian: prayer. Prayer is an essential part of our Christian living. 

Through prayer we deepen our relationship with God. He, therefore, 

invites us to pray for everyone and most especially for those in civil 

authority so that God may guide their minds and hearts, so that all of us 

may live in true peace and freedom. 

 


