
THE FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

It is said that authentic worship never begins as human initiative but 

rather is always a response to the divine gift. 

Today we celebrate the feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the 

Temple in Jerusalem. 

The Law of Moses prescribes that a mother who gives birth to a son 

should go through a rite of legal purification, forty day after the birth. 

(Leviticus 12:2-4) The same Law declares that every first born male (man 

or beast) belongs to God, but can be redeemed, bought back, by a 

payment of a certain sum. (Exodus 13: 2-12) 

Mary and Joseph fulfill the Law in the temple of Jerusalem, forty days 

after the birth of Jesus. 

The presentation of Jesus in the temple is an act of worship that Mary 

and Joseph offer to God. 

Jesus is a gift of God to Mary and Joseph and they offer him back to God 

in an act of thanksgiving and love. 

In the gospel Jesus is taken to the temple to be offered to God his father 

but there in the temple he meets his faithful people. 

The prophet Malachi tells us in the first reading that there will come to 

the temple the Lord whom you seek. 

Simeon and Anna are led by the Spirit to the temple to meet the Lord 

whom they seek.  



The meeting of Simeon of Christ of the Lord; the Messiah gives him the 

true fulfillment in life and so he declares his readiness to leave this life. 

He says: 

“Now, Master, you may let your servant go in peace, according to your 

word, for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you prepared in the 

sight of all the peoples: a light for the revelation for your people Israel.” 

Anna, a prophetess, a widow and a devout worshipper, also gives thanks 

to God when she meets the Christ of the Lord and she speaks about him 

to all who are waiting the redemption of Jerusalem. 

My dear brothers and sisters of Christ we come to God’s house to 

worship him in response to his gifts to us and our worship, as Pope 

Benedict XVI tells us, is meant to take the form of a giving back, a handing 

over of ourselves and our possessions to God in an act of thanksgiving 

and love. 

Our giving back, our handing ourselves over and our possessions to God 

in an act of thanksgiving and love is meant to give us true fulfillment in 

life for it draws us into communion with God. 

So, our coming together to worship God in his house should not be an 

empty routine. It should help us to stand with lively faith before the Lord 

God always. It should give us the strength we need to perform our 

Christian duties and to go forward determined to overcome our 

struggles. 

The point is we must always leave God’s house with renewed hearts and 

the determination to do what is expected of us as Christians and spread 

the good news of Christ who is our light around. We must let people 

know that he alone can give us true fulfillment in life. 


