
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time/ Sunday of the word of God 

Sometimes we do not realize how good the good news is because we do not allow 

it to impact our lives. 

To help the Church and to help us grow in love and faithful witness to God; to 

know how good the good news is Pope Francis has declared the third Sunday in 

Ordinary Time to be dedicated to the word of God. 

We read in today’s gospel that Jesus begins his public ministry in the region of 

Zebulun and Naptali, as it were, in the area of desolation and darkness.  Thus, 

Jesus fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah in the first reading:  

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those who 

dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.” 

Jesus brings God’s light and salvation to those who dwell in darkness and despair 

because the good news he brings fulfills and far surpasses all the deepest longings 

of human heart. 

In the gospel he invites the people to accept his good news. 

We read, “From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, ‘Repent, for the 

Kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” 

Jesus wants them to recognize how good his good news is to them and the impact 

that it must have on their lives by allowing it to change the directions of their lives. 

The point is the people are to adopt a new way of thinking and acting. They are to 

make the effort to turn away from all that is sinful and selfish. 

In short, they are embrace the challenge the good news throws to them and 

accept the responsibility of living by the standards of God. 

To help him preach his good news, Jesus in the gospel calls the first four of his 

disciples: Simon Peter and his brother Andrew and James and his brother John. 

When Jesus says to them, “Come after me and I will make you fishers of men”, 



we are told they leave their nets and in the case of James and John their father 

and follow him. They make a radical decision to follow Jesus. 

What I would like to bring to your attention about their response to the invitation 

to become disciples of Jesus is their openness to what Jesus is offering. They are 

ready to change their situations in life. They allow Jesus to transform them into 

everything they can possibly be. 

They accept the challenge that Jesus throws to them and allow him to change their 

lives in radical and wonderful ways. 

St Paul also accepts the call to be Jesus’ disciple to the Gentiles. 

He tells us in today’s second reading that Christ sends him to preach the gospel; 

the good news. He urges the people in Corinth who have accepted the good news 

of Christ to unite in the same mind and in the same purpose and they are to let 

their common faith in Christ manifest in their loving and respectful relationship 

with one another. 

As we observe the third Sunday in the Ordinary Time as Sunday of the word of 

God, I will say, Sunday of the good news of Christ, let us ask ourselves the question 

how good is the good news of Christ to us. 

We will know how good the good news of Christ is to us if we allow it to have a 

positive impact on our daily lives, if we accept the challenge it throws to us and 

allow it to change our directions and situations in life, if we living according to the 

standards of God. 

Let us continue to open ourselves to what Jesus offers us and stay united in his 

Church and support the Church to fulfill its goal of making the presence of the 

kingdom of heaven felt in the community. 


