
THE SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 

This week, first week in November, is the National Vocations Awareness week. 

During the week we are encouraged to pray for our seminarians that they may 

persevere in their formation. We are also asked to pray for our priests and 

religious that they may remain steadfast to their joyful vocation so that they may 

be faithful instruments of God’s ongoing self-offering of love and grace. Finally, 

we are to pray for all those who are discerning their vocation. 

Today the Church celebrates the victory and the holiness of all God’s faithful 

people who have gone before us. We call them saints because they served God 

most faithfully while on earth and God has rewarded them with the joy of heaven 

at their death. They died in God’s friendship and are now in heaven. 

Today’s celebration reminds us that as Christians we have a common goal. 

Wherever we are and through whatever we do, we are all called to be saints. 

St. John in today’s second reading describes our call to sainthood in this way: 

“Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we shall become has not yet been 

revealed. We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him for we shall 

see him as he is.” (1 John 3: 2) 

Dying in God’s friendship and seeing him as he is in heaven involve perseverance 

in our Christian faith and our life of holiness. 

Perseverance in our faith and life of holiness are what the saints teach us in 

today’s celebration. They also teach us that our faithful Christian life will not end 

in emptiness. 

Both the first reading and the Gospel also speak to us about the importance of 

endurance and holiness in our lives as people called to be saints. 

In the first reading St John describes two visions which he had of the elect on 

earth and of the countless number of martyrs gathered around God’s throne with 

the Lamb. 

In the first vision the chosen one of God on earth are about to suffer persecution. 

St. John gives a symbolic number of one hundred and forty-four thousand. 

Marked with the seal of God on their foreheads, they will be given the 

supernatural strength to bear their suffering. 



In the second vision St. John sees a great multitude from every nation, race, 

people and tongue standing before the throne of God and before the Lamb 

rejoicing and singing their praises: “Amen. Blessing and glory, wisdom and 

thanksgiving, honor, power and might be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 

These people, according to St. John, have survived the time of great distress. They 

have endured trials and have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb. 

The Gospel also tells us that the saints have their blessed state of eternal 

happiness because they love God and show that love in their daily living. The also 

bear their trials and burdens of life patiently as part of God’s plan for their 

sanctification. They live the life of holiness even in their suffering. 

We are all called to live a life of holiness, a life of prayer, a life of love, a life of 

deep commitment to spiritual things despite the many attractions in our world. 

To use the words of Pope St. John Paul II the supportive culture of “Christendom” 

has virtually disappeared, and that Christian life today has to be lived deeply, or 

else it may not be possible to live it at all. (Cf. Novo Millennio Ineunte (NMI) 40) 

Let us preserve in this difficult and challenging moment we find ourselves and 

embrace the high standard of ordinary Christian living. 

Let us persevere in our struggle against immorality, materialism, pressures to 

conform and deception. 

Let us, therefore, pray that we may grow in holiness, endurance and 

perseverance, following the Lord until we die in his friendship. 

 

 

 

 


