
5TH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” (John 

11: 21) 

As human beings the feelings of helplessness, despair frustration, 

sadness, guilt etc. sometimes overwhelm us and so we allow these 

feelings to hold us back. 

In the gospel reading of today we see the sisters of Lazarus sending word 

to Jesus about the illness of Lazarus. They invite Jesus to come and cure 

his friend and their brother Lazarus. Jesus delays his journey to Bethany 

for two days. 

Martha who is overwhelmed by the loss of her brother expresses, as it 

were, her feeling of disappointment that Jesus has not prevented her 

brother’s death by saying to Jesus when she meets Jesus at the outskirts 

of Bethany, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 

Mary also says the exact the same words when she meets Jesus. 

But the point I would like to bring to your attention here is that Martha 

does not allow her ‘disappointment’ of Jesus’ failure to come and cure 

Lazarus hold her back. She continues to profess her faith in Jesus when 

she says to Jesus, “But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, 

God will give you.” 

The fact is Martha even in the midst of her loss states her belief in Jesus. 

Jesus’ reply to Martha that her brother will rise tells us that for him 

nothing is too late to be done. He has the power to restore what we think 

is beyond restoration, beyond redemption. He can breathe life into what 

feels dead. 



Indeed, Jesus goes on to prove that he can breathe life into what feels 

dead by bringing Lazarus back to life. 

At the tomb of Lazarus Jesus cries out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” And indeed the dead man comes out. 

Prophet Ezekiel in the first reading has words of encouragement to the 

exiled people of Israel. 

In Ezekiel 37: 1-11, the prophet describes how God, through him, speaks 

to the dry bones of the people of Israel and raises them up and gives 

them life once more. 

 In today’s reading Ezekiel tells the despairing people of Israel that all is 

not los,t for God will give them a new spirit, a new life and they will know 

that he is the Lord. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ Lent challenges us to new and a better life 

in God. Lent is a time we are invited, in a special way, to allow God to 

create something new in our life. 

To allow God to do something new in our lives means that we should not 

let our feelings of guilt, helplessness, distress, despair hold us back. We 

should rather let these feelings lead us to a deeper faith in God believing 

that he will save us from these situations. 

So as we continue our Lenten journey in this moment of uncertainty 

because of the spread of the coronavirus (COVID19) let us with the grace 

of God get hold of ourselves, confess our sins and deepen our 

relationship with God. 

Let us continue to ask God to save the world from this pandemic. 


