
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

“God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; the Lord, amid trumpet 
blasts.” (Psalm 47: 6) 

We celebrate the solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord into heaven. 
The Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heaven forty days aIer his 
resurrecJon. 

In life when someJmes something striking happens and we find it 
difficult to explain or understand it we look at it in wonder. 

In the first reading we see the disciples looking on in wonder when 
Jesus was liIed up, and a cloud took him from their sight. As they were 
looking at the sky in amazement, they were assured by two men that 
Jesus’ ascension did not imply his absence from them. He was going to 
his Father, but he would return to them. 

They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the 
sky? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return 
in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) 

Even though Jesus was taken from their sight, he would come back 
again. But in the meanJme, they had their apostolic mission to fulfill. 
So, we say the ascension of the Lord is their mission; The Lord’s 
ascension begins their mission. They were heirs to the Lord’s mission. 

The Lord’s ascension is their mission because as we read in today’s 
gospel the Lord commissioned them to go into the whole world and 
proclaim the gospel to every creature and whoever believed would be 
bapJzed and would be saved; would be brought into God’s family. 

Here we see that faith and sacraments are necessary for salvaJon. Faith 
incorporates us into the Body of Christ and the sacraments help us to 



bear the fruit of holiness in our ChrisJan life. (Ref. John Bergsma, The 
Word of God) 

The working of helping people to be incorporated into the Body of 
Christ and bear the fruit of holiness must be done always. 

In the second reading Paul tells us that the grace of doing this work is 
given to some as apostles, others as prophets, others as evangelists, 
others as pastors and teachers. And they are to equip the holy ones, the 
lay believers for the ministry. 

We see in the Church those who are directly involved in the spreading 
of the gospel doing their work. But as the saying goes “there is sJll 
more East to go” 

I would like to say the work of helping people to be incorporated into 
the Body of Christ and helping them to bear the fruit of holiness is 
bigger than those in the leadership posiJon in the Church. It is bigger 
than you or me. But each one of us in his or her own way can spread 
the gospel. We are to make Jesus known through the witness of our 
words and acJons. We are to let people, no ma^er their condiJons, feel 
the presence, goodness, comfort and peace of God in their lives. 

As the first disciples were given the Holy Spirit, the power from on high 
to do their work we, too, were given the Holy Spirit during our bapJsm 
and confirmaJon. As we celebrate the feast of Pentecost next Sunday 
let us go to our upper room and pray that the grace of the sacraments 
of bapJsm and confirmaJon may be renewed in us so that we may 
conJnue to witness to the gospel in all situaJons in the joy and the 
strength of the Holy Spirit.


