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ROYAL KINGDOM: KING SOLOMON: PART 2B 
 
Suggested Reading: 1 Kings 1-11, especially 1 Kings 2:1-12, 3, 6:1-7, 10:23-29, 11. 
Corresponds to Workbook pp 87-88, 90. 
 
Summary:  
 With King David near death, the struggle for the crown resumes with intensity between 
David’s 4th son, Adonijah, the brother of Absalom vs. Solomon, son of Bathsheba. The first 
eleven chapters of 1 Kings will follow Solomon from his hasty coronation to thwart Adonijah’s 
grab for power to the climax of the building/dedication of the Temple as the dwelling place of 
God. Ultimately, however, Solomon falls into serious idolatry--- that has ramifications both 
personally and nationally. Let us learn sobering life lessons from a man at one time known far 
and wide for his wisdom. 
 
1 Kings 1: The Coronation of Solomon as King 
 Why was Adonijah attempting to usurp the throne? I Kings 1:6 _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
What two powerful allies does he recruit? 1 Kings 1:7 __________________________________ 
In all likelihood, what would be the fate of Bathsheba and Solomon if Adonijah succeeded? 1 
Kings 1:12, 21 __________________________________________________________________ 
 What did King David advise in 1 Kings 1:33-35, which resulted in King Solomon securely 
taking the throne? _____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 What King of Kings will also later ride into Jerusalem on a donkey but reign forever, in 
fulfillment of the Davidic covenant? Zechariah 9:9; Matthew 21:1-11 ______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 Kings 2: The Kingdom is Consolidated Under King Solomon 
 What paternal advice and death bed instructions does Solomon receive in 1 Kings 2:3? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Do you “walk in God’s ways and keep His commandments”? Consult Micah 6:8. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  “I’m here. Let’s walk together”- God.   
What conditional promise was made to David by God in 1 Kings 2:4? ______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Examine your conscience. Are you “faithful to God with (your) whole heart and whole 
soul”? In what ways do you not belong wholly to God? _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Adonijah, the eldest surviving son of David, then asks for one of the King’s concubines to 
become his wife (Abishag, who had formerly nursed King David at the end of his life). This was 
tantamount to claiming the right of the king. How did Solomon respond? 1 Kings 2:24-25  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The death of Adonijah fulfills David’s verdict to Nathan’s parable concerning four-fold 
retribution (2 Samuel 12:6); David loses four of his sons following his adultery with Bathsheba:  
namely, the unborn son of his adultery, Amnon, Absalom, and finally Adonijah. 
 
1 Kings 3: The Wisdom of Solomon 
 Solomon was approximately 20 years old when he became king in 960 B.C. Aware of his 
lack of experience, for what does Solomon ask when God appears to him in 1 Kings 3:5-12? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How have you demonstrated an “understanding heart” and the ability to “distinguish 
right from wrong” in the past week? Do you need more wisdom to handle your present life 
situations? What are we encouraged to do in James 1:5? _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 How does Solomon display his wisdom in 1 Kings Chapter 3? ______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Also refer to 1 Kings 5:11-14. 
 
Suggestion: There are 31 chapters in the Book of Proverbs, written by Solomon. It overflows 
with practical advice for daily living. Read a chapter a day, for a month. 
 Proverbs has much to say about wisdom, beginning in its first chapter with: “The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; fools despise wisdom and instruction” (Proverbs 1:7). 
“ ‘Fear’ does not mean terror or dread, but a reverence for God that shows itself in obedience 
to God. The way to wisdom lies on the path of obedience. Those who despise God’s instruction 
and go their own way are fools. Proverbs 2 lauds the benefits of searching for wisdom: you will 
understand the fear of the Lord and will come to know God. He will protect you and give 
victory. You will be protected and guided by wisdom and discretion and saved from evil.”1 
 
 According to 1 Kings 3:3, Solomon starts out relatively well (as he “’loved the Lord, and 
obeyed the statutes of his father David”) and YET what hint of trouble does the remainder of 
the verse introduce? Why is this such a problem? Deuteronomy 12:5-6, 13-14 ______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
When it comes to worship, Solomon is lazy, deciding to worship where and when he wishes. 
This bodes ill for the future. 
 How do you worship God on your own terms, not God’s? Where has your own worship 
become a bit lazy? What could be the future, cumulative consequences? __________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Also note that Solomon is skating close to disaster, with the near occasion of sin, by 
worshipping in the “high places,” where the pagans practiced their cultic practices of child 
sacrifice and prostitution. 

                                                        
1 Cavins, Jeff. Workbook: The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation. (c) 2019 by Ascension Press, West Chester, PA, 
pp 225. 
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1 Kings 6 
 King Solomon begins the seven-year process of constructing the Temple. What is unique 
about this building site? __________________________________________________________ 
  “The sound of hammers, saws, and clanging metal didn’t ring from the temple. It was a 
quiet construction site. Solomon had commanded the laborers to prepare at the quarry the 
stones for the temple’s foundation, walls, and pillars. Then the men lugged the prepared stones 
to the building site and fitted them together, without metal tools. Solomon organized the 
construction process in such a way as to maintain a solemn, worshipful environment. Like 
Solomon, Christians should create an environment conducive to worship. Whether we spend 
time with the Lord in the morning, afternoon, or the evening, do we take time to remove 
distractions? If King Solomon could turn a construction site into a place of worship, we can turn 
off the TV, put away our smart phones, and choose to worship God in quiet reverence. Our Lord 
deserves our undivided focus and wholehearted devotion.”2 
 
 Moses had prophesied that the tabernacle would one day find a permanent home in the 
Promised Land (Deuteronomy 12:10-11), and Solomon’s greatest contribution is the successful 
construction and lavish, symbolic adornment of the Temple of Jerusalem. This incredible 
building feat required the help of Hiram, King of Tyre, who provided massive amounts of cedar 
(1 Kings 5). The visit by the Queen of Sheba (1 Kings 10:1-13) underscores the multinational 
influence of Solomon’s reign. 
 
 According to 2 Chronicles 3:1, Solomon built the Temple at what exact site? What had 
Abraham and Isaac experienced there, centuries before? _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 Kings 7 
 It takes Solomon seven years to build the Temple and how many to build his own palace 
of cedar walls, bronze pillars, and marble floors (1 Kings 7:1)?  ___________________________ 
 How much time and resources do you spend for your own comfort versus God’s work? 
What does this reveal about your priorities? Matthew 6:24 _____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 It is interesting to note that “gold is pervasive in the Temple. Large quantities of cedar 
and cypress go into the walls, ceiling, floor, and altar. And there is a dominant floral motif 
throughout: palm trees, pomegranates, lily-work on the main pillars. These three architectural 
features combine to present the Temple as a model of Eden, suggesting a garden, the first 
garden.”3 Adam and Eve had enjoyed intimate fellowship with God in the Garden of Eden; 
likewise, the people of Israel were being invited to recapture this intimate fellowship by 

                                                        
2 Swindoll, Charles. Insight’s Bible Application Guide: Joshua- Esther. (c) 2013 by Insight for Living, Dallas, TX, pp 87. 
3 Gray, Tim and Jeff Cavins. Walking with God: A Journey Through the Bible. (c) 2010 by Ascension Press, West 
Chester, PA, pp 159. 
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worshiping God again in a place reminiscent of a garden in all its architectural details and 
wonder. 
 
1 Kings 8: Dedication of the Temple 
 What happens when the priests finish placing the ark behind the veil? 1 Kings 8:10-11 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “Once Solomon is given peace on all sides, he builds a magnificent Temple for the Name 
of God, a permanent place for God to dwell among his people. Read Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC) 2580-2581. What will the King do there, and what is the Temple meant to be for 
God’s people? _________________________________________________________________ 
 What is the relationship between the Tabernacle, the Temple, Jesus Christ, the Church, 
and individual believers? Read also Matthew 12:6, 26:61; 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “The king will lift his hands in prayer in the Temple for the daily needs and forgiveness of 
the people that their hearts might belong to God. It will be a sign to the nations that God is the 
only God. The Temple will manifest God’s holiness and glory and will be the place where the 
people learn to pray and worship and turn their hearts to God. 
 God gave the Tabernacle so he could ‘tabernacle,’ or live, among his people. Although 
he was not confined therein, it contained his throne—the Ark of the Covenant—and was where 
he met with them. The Tabernacle moved with the people, but the Temple was tied to the City 
of David, Jerusalem, God’s holy hill. It manifested the presence of God among his people and 
anticipated ‘something greater than the temple’ (Matt 12:6): Jesus Christ. In Christ, God came 
down to live among his people in a unique way, and after he came, there was no need for a 
temple building. After his ascension and the giving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, his body, the 
Church, becomes the temple, the place where God is present on earth. That is true today of the 
Church as a whole and of Christians as individuals: ‘Do you not know that you are God’s temple 
and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?’ (1 Corin 3:16). ‘Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, which you have from God… So glorify God in your body’ (1 Corin 6:19-20).”4 
 
New Testament Connection: 
  Review John 1:1-5, 9-14. “In the central passage, ‘And the Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us,’ the word used in Greek here for ‘dwelt’ is eskenosen, which means 
literally, ‘pitched his tent among us.’ Don’t read that in a folksy way. It is meant to call to mind 
the tabernacle of the temple. The Word becoming flesh is God coming to dwell definitively in 
his world, undoing the effects of sin and turning it into what it was always meant to be. Notice, 
too, what we see in the wake of this tabernacling: ‘And we saw his glory, the glory as of the 
Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.’ 
 So John is telling us that Jesus is the new Eden, the new Temple, the restored creation, 
the realization of God’s intention for the world. And our purpose is not simply to gaze on this 

                                                        
4 Cavins, Workbook, pp 225. 
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fact with wonder but rather to enter into its power: ‘From his fullness we have all received, 
grace in place of grace.’ 
 Reflect: Faith in Jesus Christ gives us the ‘power to become children of God,’ and also to 
participate in the power of Jesus. How are you using this power? How will you use it more 
effectively in the future?”5 ________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 Kings 9: Sin and Its Consequences 
 God again must discipline the man he has set on the throne of Israel. This time, with 
Solomon’s idolatrous practices adopted from his many foreign wives, God divides the Kingdom 
but is merciful in letting one of Solomon’s sons at least reign over the southern portion, known 
as Judah. 
 God is merciful to Solomon in that in this chapter he gives Solomon a second vision. 
What constitutes the warning? Will Solomon heed it? __________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 Kings 10 
 1 Kings 10 defines three areas where Solomon blatantly disobeyed the stern warning 
found in Deuteronomy 17:14-17. Specifically: 
(1) What does Solomon collect in huge quantities in 1 Kings 10:14? _______________________ 
(2) What military decision does Solomon make in 1 Kings 10:26? How does this show his 
underlying lack of trust in the Lord’s protection of Israel? _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note that Solomon not only amassed an absurd number of chariots, but he even turned it into a 
lucrative export business. 
(3) What type of harem does Solomon gather in 1 Kings 11:1-8? __________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Solomon’s trust in God seems to evaporate as he pursues pleasure (wives), possessions (gold), 
and power (horses, weaponry). What falls in your personal categories of pleasure, possessions, 
or power which pull you away from complete devotion to God? __________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
1 Kings 11  
 
 The mention of the Ammonite god Molech and the Moabite deity Chemosh in 1 Kings 
11:7 indicates how far Solomon has digressed from the worship of Yahweh, for both demanded 
child sacrifice. And so we see the downward spiral from Solomon’s original marriage to 
Pharaoh’s daughter in 1 Kings 3:1, during which Solomon would have had to invoke the names 
of the Egyptian deities, to the complete abandonment of faith in later years. Scripture implies: 
Solomon was not ignorant of God’s Word; he simply chose to ignore and disobey it. 
Consequences always follow. 

                                                        
5 Barron, Bishop Robert. Advent Gospel Reflections: John 1:1-18. Accessed online December 25, 2021 on 
wof@wordonfire.org.  
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 How does Scripture summarize Solomon’s spiritual status by the end of his life, in 1 
Kings 11:4? How had he ignored God’s safeguards in protecting Hebrew marriage found in 
Deuteronomy 7:3-4? ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
“Idolatry rejects the unique Lordship of God; it is therefore incompatible with communion with 
God” (CCC 2113). 
 
 What “turns your heart away from the Lord”? (1 Kings 11:4) _______________________ 
Look in the mirror. Are you a “woman after God’s own heart”? How? In what ways? What 
needs to change? _______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Solomon’s wives turned his heart away from the Lord. Do you act in such a way that you 
turn your spouse’s heart towards or away from God? Give examples. _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Finishing strong: If you have lived a number of decades, how would you compare your 
spiritual maturity now to that of your youth? Can you honestly say with St Paul, the words of 2 
Timothy 4:7-8? _________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 Solomon was academically brilliant but a fool at the end; even worse, he was alienated 
from God, lost in the overwhelming mire of idolatry. What really counts, according to 1 
Corinthians 1:26-31? ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is the meaning of the dramatic object lesson given by the prophet Ahijah to Jeroboam in 
1 Kings 11:26-43? _______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 The promise of a royal dynasty was the second promise made to Abraham and was 
fulfilled with the establishment of the Royal Kingdom. The three kings (Saul, David, and 
Solomon) unified the twelve tribes into one nation, realized military victories that expanded its 
boundaries to unprecedented reaches, and enjoyed a prosperity never seen in Jewish history 
since. However, dark clouds are rolling in to fulfill Ahijah’s prophecy. As we continue the 
Salvation Story, there is an underlying sense of unease. 
 
        Putting It All Together 
 “One of the reasons the story of King Solomon is so famous and memorable is because it 
recounts the only time in Israel’s history when all twelve tribes are united under a single king, 
who marshals the resources of Israel (and the surrounding nations) in the building of the 
glorious dwelling place of God that will become the central symbol of God’s love for his people 
from the early first millennium all the way down to the time of Jesus: the Temple in Jerusalem. 
As a direct result of supernaturally given wisdom, King Solomon begins to transform the nation 
of Israel into an international kingdom which has its influence not only over the twelve tribes 
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but over the surrounding Gentile nations. These ‘glory days’ are succinctly described in 1 Kings 
4:20-21. For a fleeting moment, then, it appears that Israel is beginning to live out the call to be 
a kingdom of priests (Ex 19:5-6) and a light to the surrounding nations (Isaiah 60:3). Nowhere is 
this glory more apparent than in the building of the first Temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 6-8). 
Unlike the Tabernacle under the Mosaic covenant, the Temple in Jerusalem under the Davidic 
covenant will be built by both Israelites and Gentiles. The building of the Temple is the 
introduction of a new epoch in salvation history, restoring to God’s people an Eden-like place 
of communion unavailable since the Fall (Gen 3:24) and which was the goal of the Exodus (Ex 
15:17). 
 The theological high point of the narrative of Kings and of the whole Old Testament to 
this point is Solomon’s act of building and dedicating the Temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 8). 
After this point in Israel’s history, there is a steady decline, both spiritually and materially, 
beginning in the latter years of Solomon’s own reign and culminating in the destruction of the 
Temple and Jerusalem and the exile of the last reigning son of David, with which the books of 
Kings come to an end (2 Kings 25). 
 After the death of Solomon, the narrative in the book of Kings gets very complicated 
very quickly, as the twelve tribes of Israel split into two kingdoms: (1) the northern kingdom 
of Israel, consisting of ten tribes, and (2) the southern kingdom of Judah, consisting of two 
tribes.”6 
 
Looking ahead: 
 “Second Kings ends tragically, with the Temple destroyed and no possibility for the 
celebration of the liturgy. There is only a slight hope that the yawning chasm left by its 
destruction may be adequately filled. The hopes of Israel were partially consoled by the 
construction of the Second Temple of Jerusalem (in 516 BC) after the exile, but there was a 
strong sense that the Second Temple was inadequate. Ultimately, the hunger for the Temple 
and the restoration of a valid liturgy would only be met by the Christ. Thus, in the New 
Testament, the theme of Christ as the New Temple (John 2:21)—and, by extension the 
Church—is especially prominent in the Johannine literature (John 2:13-21; 4:19-24; 7:37-38; 
19:334) and parts of the Pauline corpus (for example, Ephesians 2:19-21, and elsewhere)…… 
One begins to understand, then, the importance of the Temple to salvation history, the utter 
catastrophe of its destruction at the end of the books of Kings (2 Kings 25:8-21), and the 
remarkable nature of Jesus’ claim to be the New Temple (John 2:19-21).”7 
 
 
 
 
 
(c) Glenda Canfield, January 2022. 

                                                        
6 Bergsma, John and Brant Pitre. A Catholic Introduction to the Bible: The Old Testament. (c) 2018 by Ignatius Press, 
San Francisco, CA, pp 385, 390-391. 
7 Bergsma, pp 416, 420. 


