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THE “ MINOR” PROPHETS AND THEIR “MAJOR” MESSAGES: 
    Part  A 
 
Read: The Book of Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, and Jonah.  
 
 God speaks, and we need to listen. But how does God speak? The Creed simply states: 
“He has spoken through the prophets,” so let us unpack the content of the last twelve books of 
the Old Testament: Hosea, Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Amos, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, 
Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. These books are collectively referred to as the “Minor 
Prophets,” not because their message is second rate or of less importance, but because they 
are relatively short.  For example, eight of the twelve Minor Prophets are less than four 
chapters in length. 
 
    RATING BY DATING1 
 One Prophet to a Foreign Nation 
Obadiah  about 845-850 BC 
 
 Five Prophets Before the Assyrian Invasion 
Joel   about 830 BC 
Jonah   about 780—750 BC 
Amos   about 760 BC 
Hosea   about 755-715 BC 
Micah   about 735-700 BC 
 
 Three Prophets Before the Babylonian Exile 
Nahum   about 650-620 BC 
Zephaniah  about 630-625 BC 
Habakkuk  about 625-600 BC 
 
 Three Prophets Before the Babylonian Exile 
Haggai   about 520 BC 
Zechariah  about 520-515 BC 
Malachi  about 433 BC 
 
     TAREGET AUDIENCES 
 Three of the twelve Minor Prophets target audiences outside of Israel or Judah. 
Obadiah’s message is directed towards Edom, the descendants of Esau living below the Dead 
Sea, southeast of Judah. Jonah and Nahum are both speaking to Assyria and its capital Ninevah. 
 Hosea and Amos were contemporaries who admonished the northern nation of Israel. 
Hosea was the only native born, northerner who directed his warnings to Israel. Amos was from 
the rural South who called out the comfortable, wealthy people of the North. 

                                                        
1 Townsend, Jim. The Minor Prophets: Restoring Righteousness. (c) 1988 by Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, IL, pp 105. 
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 The other prophets all focused on Judah, in the South. Within all of the prophets are 
found fascinating Messianic prophecies that would later be fulfilled by Jesus Christ. Their 
messages are at times poetical, apocalyptic, fire and brimstone, a clarion call to conversion and 
repentance, and tender solace to a suffering people. Most importantly, from their pages 
emerge a clearer portrait of God--- both His nature and how He works to bring His disobedient 
beloved back home. 

     HOSEA 
 
 The prophet Hosea’s marriage to the prostitute Gomer symbolically represents Israel’s 
relationship with God, the jilted lover. Israel (the northern portion) is called Ephraim 36 times in 
this short book, as Ephraim was the largest tribe that constituted the Northern Kingdom.  There 
is an urgency in Hosea’s message to “return to the Lord” (6:1; 14:2-3), as he is the last Minor 
Prophet to warn the North before the imminent Assyrian invasion of 722 BC.  
 
Key verse: 6:1- “Come, let us return to the Lord.” 
 
Read Hosea, focusing particularly on God’s anguished lament and heartbreak over His people’s 
infidelity in 11:1-4. Why is Hosea lauded as the prophet who most closely captures the New 
Testament revelation of the love of God? ____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Have you ever extensively pondered the face of God as He grieves over you and your 
unfaithfulness to Him? ___________________________________________________________ 
 
How does Hosea describe the sweet experience of returning to the Lord (6:3)? ______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 What does God most desire from His people? 6:6-7 ______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How is God constantly calling you to turn and return to Him? ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Whom has Israel forgotten in 8:14? ___________________________________________ 
The consequences are numerous: * lack of joy (9:1-2);   
             *exile from the land (9:3-6);  
             *inability to discern (9:7-9);  
             *dismissal by God (9:12, 17). 
When has your sin caused you to experience the natural consequences listed above? How 
might God use this time of estrangement with its disciplinary actions to bring you back to Him? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The Lord desires and demands sincere conversion in 14:2-4 and trust in Him alone (not 
in foreign alliances, idols, or military might). When have your “words” been sincere at 
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Confession? When have you simply ‘gone through the motions’ of Confession? How might God 
read your heart today? ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Hosea: 
 *God is faithful and persists in unconditionally loving us, in spite of our unfaithfulness. 
 *True worship involves obedience first and foremost. See Luke 6:46. 
 

     JOEL 
 
Key verses: 3:1-2- Joel predicts the future outpouring of the Holy Spirit- on all. 
 
 The prophet Joel’s name is linked to the imagery of locusts, as he describes a 
devastating locust invasion of Judah in 2:4-9, which can also serve as a symbolic representation 
of invading armies. Joel is the first prophet among many to use the phrase “Day of the Lord,” 
and much of his writing has an apocalyptic tone. It ends, however, with the vindication of God’s 
people (3:16-21; 4:20-21) as He moves to defend His people from her enemies. 
 
 Joel compares the calamity brought about by the ravenous locusts to what God will do 
at “the day of the Lord/ judgment.” How does Joel describe the “day of the Lord” in 1:15, 2:1-2; 
2:11? _________________________________________________________________________ 
 What does he call the people to do in response (1:14; 2:12-13)? What is Joel’s famous 
description of God’s nature? ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Sorrow over sin is a necessity -- and a recurrent theme in all prophetic writings! 
 
 One of the Joel’s most famous passages (3:1-2) is quoted by Peter at Pentecost. Review 
Joel 3:1-2. How does the outpouring of the Holy Spirit occur without regard to gender 
(“daughters), age (“old”), and class (“servants”)? How is this still the case among the Body of 
Christ today (Galatians 3:28; Colossians 3:11; Philemon 16)? _____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Joel:  
 *Repentance is of primary importance!  
 *God is in control. 
 *The Day of the Lord will involve God’s righteous judgment on all unrighteousness. 
 *God will one day pour His Holy Spirit upon all people, Jew and non-Jew alike. 
      

        AMOS 
 Amos is a country boy from Judah (who did not exactly volunteer to be a prophet!)  who 
heads north to give a searing indictment to the people of Israel. A sheep breeder and pruner of 
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(sycamore-fig) fruit trees by trade, Amos was far from a country bumpkin. As a merchant of 
wool, he would in all likelihood have traveled quite a bit from his home town of Tekoa, near 
Bethlehem, and ten miles south of Jerusalem.2 Unlike many of the other Minor Prophets, he 
was not from a school of prophets nor a priest but directed by God to admonish the Northern 
Kingdom for their disobedience, pride, self-indulgent lifestyles, and taking advantage of the 
poor to gain more wealth. Many of his moral and social justice themes are relevant today. His 
prophesy of impending doom and exile (by the Assyrians) went largely unheeded. 
 
Key Verse: 4:12- “Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.” 
 
 Amos 5:24 is one of the most famous verses in this book. Compare Amos 5:21-24 and 
5:14-15 with Isaiah 1:11-18. What really irritates God? _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Amos did not mince words nor hesitate to take on the rich and their decadent lifestyles. 
See 4:1 and 6:4-7. He even calls the rich women fat cows! What is Amos’ message in: 
4:1-3 _________________________________________________________________________ 
5:4, 6 _________________________________________________________________________ 
5:15 __________________________________________________________________________ 
7:11 __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Amos 8:11 warns that soon knowledge of God will vanish, and the people will yearn for 
it --but no longer find it available. Such a “famine of God’s Word” did occur following the 
service of Malachi, when God fell silent for 400 years, until a cold night in Bethlehem when the 
Messiah was quietly born. 
 
 Like many prophets before and after his time, Amos gets into major trouble because of 
the content of his prophetic messages. The false prophet Amaziah kicks Amos out of Bethel, 
where King Jeroboam had set up false worship sites and practices. But Amos ends on what rare 
positive note of hope (9:11, 14-15)? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 What might Amos say if he visited our prosperous nation? What might he say to you? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary of Amos: 
 Prosperity brings with it the temptation to take advantage of others for one’s own gain 
and become indifferent to the needs of the poor. God expects His people to be kind, speak 
truth, and live justice. 
 
 
 

                                                        
2 Accessed Article: “Amos: The Humble Courageous Prophet” online on 8/28/2007 at 
http://www.tne.net.au/~abdaacts/amo.html. 



 5 

     OBADIAH 
 
 At one chapter in length, Obadiah is the shortest of the Minor Prophets, but it packs a 
strong punch! It acts as an indictment on the people of Edom (Esau’s descendants), who have 
treated the people of Judah deplorably by joining in their plundering when other enemies 
attacked and standing aside while others assaulted their brothers (1:10).  
 
Key Verse: Verse 15- “As you have done, so shall it be done to you; your deed shall come back 
upon your own head.” 
Theme: God knows the future. 
 
What fraternal rivalry had existed from the time of the Patriarchs between Esau and his 
younger brother Jacob? __________________________________________________________ 
 
 The descendants of Esau lived in the area between the Dead Sea and the Gulf of Aqaba, 
one of the two arms of the Red Sea. Its primary city, Sela, was located halfway between the 
Dead Sea and Gulf of Aquaba and was virtually impregnable—with 2,000-foot cliffs and only 
one access through a steep ravine. Its inhabitants were lofty and arrogant as well. 
 
 How is verse 15 the opposite of the Golden Rule? Why is it appropriately called the 
Boomerang Principle? ___________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Obadiah has confidence that God will again rule victoriously over His people. How does 
the last verse of Obadiah compare to Revelation 11:15? ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

           JONAH 
Key Verse: 4:2- “I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, rich in 
clemency, loathe to punish.” 
Theme: God is everywhere; you cannot run from God! 
 
 One of the most popular characters of the Old Testament is also the only commissioned 
prophet ever sent as a missionary to a Gentile nation. Perhaps his popularity in part is due to 
the fact that we can all relate to the disobedient, then sulking and pouting prophet who is upset 
at God for sending him to Israel’s arch enemy, Assyria. This would be tantamount to an 
American being sent to Russia or ISIS strongholds. Told by God to travel over 500 miles to the 
massive city of Ninevah, the largest city in the known world, Jonah goes in the exact opposite 
direction, to Spain. And who wouldn’t? Assyrians were known for their cruelty (i.e., crucifixion 
of thousands, flaying alive enemies, leaving live victims on sharp stakes to rot, etc).  But you 
cannot dodge God, who has an important lesson for both Jonah and us. 
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 While in the belly of the large fish (whale) for three days and nights, what lesson did 
Jonah learn (4:10):  “ ______________________  is from the Lord.” 
 
 God is described as sending or “providing” what four things to Jonah in 1:17, 4:6, 4:7, 
and 4:8? ______________________________________________________________________ 
 How might God be trying to get your attention today? ___________________________ 
 
 Compare Job to God, with respect to their temper (4:1-2). How quick are you to become 
angry? ________________________________________________________________________ 
 Jonah 4:2 provides one of the most majestic descriptions of God’s nature found in all 
the Old Testament. List His characteristics: ___________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Is your view of God’s love too constricted, to just encompass those you deem worthy? 
How was Job’s God “too small”? Are your concerns the same as God’s (4:11)? ______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 To whom might God be sending you today, who “cannot distinguish their right hand 
from their left” (4:12)? ___________________________________________________________ 
Might it be someone for whom you do not have a natural affinity? _______________________ 
 
Historical context: “Jonah stands for a narrow and vindictive mentality, all too common among 
the Jews of that period. Because they were the chosen people, a good many of them cultivated 
an intolerant nationalism which limited the mercy of God to their nation. The prophecy strikes 
directly at this viewpoint. It is a parable of mercy……The universality of the story prepared the 
way for the Gospel with its message of redemption for all, both Jew and Gentile.”3 
 
Summary of Jonah: 
 *God’s patient kindness will lead us to repentance. 
 *God’s mercy and compassion far outstrips ours, gratefully. 
 *We are to obey God quickly and completely or experience consequences. “We each 
have a ‘mission to Ninevah’ in our lives. What is it that you least want to do, but know God has 
asked you to do? Even though it may be a hard or uncomfortable task, ask the Lord to help you 
do it. And ask Him first to change your heart attitude to one of joyful obedience.”4 

                                                        
3 Introduction to the Book of Jonah in The New American Bible: Saint Joseph Edition. (c) 1990 by Catholic Book 
Publishing Corp., New York, NY, pp 1627. 
4 Seabolt, Camilla. The Divided Kingdom and the Minor Prophets: Vol 2, Lessons 16-30. (c) 2012 by Community Bible 
Study, Colorado Springs, CO, pp 41. 


