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THE MINOR PROPHETS : PART B 
 
Read: Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi 
 
 The following prophets fearlessly spoke the word of God to a people in desperate need 
of spiritual direction. Some of their words are comforting (Micah 7:19), many a flash of 
indignation, others a word of hope to a people who would soon find themselves in a dark place. 
Let us carefully listen to these relevant words as they resound through the ages, with the 
verdict still out on whether the modern reader will harken to them—or not. 
 
 
     MICAH 
 To enter the opening pages of Micah is to walk into a court trial in progress, where God 
is bringing serious charges against corrupt priests, judges, and prophets as well as cheating 
merchants and those who exploit the poor. It ends, though, on a triumphant note of hope, for 
God “will again have compassion on us, casting into the depths of the sea all our sins” (7:19). 
 
 According to Jeremiah 26:17, what King of Judah instituted reforms following Micah’s 
ministry? ______________________________________________________________________  
 
 What Messianic prophecy found in Micah 5:1 is later fulfilled in Matthew 2:5-6? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
There are “322 distinct prophecies in the Old Testament fulfilled in Christ. One mathematician 
estimated that the statistical probability of one person fulfilling all 332 prophecies would turn 
out to be a fraction having a one over an 84 with 97 zeroes following it!”1 
 
 Micah 6:8 provides one of the simplest ethical codes of living. What three requirements 
are given to please God:   1- ________________________________________ 
      2- ________________________________________ 
      3- ________________________________________ 
With which of the three do you most struggle? Ask God for help. _________________________  
It is interesting to note that these comprise the essence of three other contemporary prophets: 
  “To act justly” = Amos;  
  “To love mercy”= Hosea;  
  “To walk humbly with God”= Isaiah. 
 
 Micah 7:6 is a sobering verse, but civil and religious disorder are naturally followed by 
the breakdown of the family. However, after a harsh message of judgment and doom, Micah 
ends on what statement of faith ( 7:7-8)? ____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                        
1 Townsend, Jim. The Minor Prophets: Restoring Righteousness. (c) 1988 by Cook Publishing Co., Elgin, IL, pp 50. 
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 What profound description of God’s nature does Micah provide in 7:18-20? List some of 
His attributes: __________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
     NAHUM 
  
 There was not a person in the ancient world who had not tasted the cruelty of the 
violent Assyrians (3:19), and so Nahum mirrors the joy of many when the Assyrian Empire and 
its capital Ninevah were destroyed in 612 BC. 
  
Theme: God destroys the wicked. God will bring about justice for His persecuted people. 
Key Verse: 1:3- “The Lord is slow to anger, yet great in power, and the Lord never leaves the 
guilty unpunished.” 
 
 What portrait of God does Nahum paint in 1:2-6? _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Nahum does not stop at portraying God as a fierce avenger. Rather, how is He a refuge 
to His own in 1:7? _______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
     HABAKKUK  
 This short and direct book could be summarized as: “Got a minute, God? We really need 
to talk. I’ve got some questions for you!”  If you have ever wondered why God is not moving to 
swiftly address injustice and evil, Habakkuk is for you. In many ways this book, in which faith 
and reason wrestle, is similar to the Book of Job.  
 God reveals to Habakkuk that a yet-unknown, soon-to-be world power, the Babylonians, 
will be utilized by God to chastise disobedient Judah (1:5-6).  Keep in mind that the dialogue 
between Habakkuk and God flows back and forth, as in a conversation, and ends on a 
reassuring note to the faithful. 
 
 What questions are nagging Habakkuk in 1:2-3 and 1:13? Among the prophets, 
Habakkuk could be nicknamed the philosopher! ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Habakkuk realizes through prayerful discernment that God is still in control of world 
events (3:2-12). What consolation is he given in 2:4 and 3:13? With what praise note does he 
conclude his book (3:18-19)? ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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 Note that Habakkuk’s praise immediately follows the realistic assessment of a very bleak 
reality (3:17). How can you remain confident in God’s goodness in the midst of life events that 
are stark? Do you? ______________________________________________________________ 
 Why do you think all of these prophetic books contain both admonishment, warnings, 
and yet hope? How is God acting as a Father to disobedient children in great need of discipline 
and correction? ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
     ZEPHANIAH 
  
Theme: God as Judge will punish sin, but He will preserve His remnant and sing over them with 
joyful delight. 
 
 As the great-great grandson of King Hezekiah (1:1), Zephaniah stands as the only Minor 
Prophet of royal lineage. He first warns all the traditional enemies of the Jews of their inevitable 
demise, as God will “completely sweep away all things from the face of the earth …and 
overthrow the wicked; destroying mankind from the face of the earth” (1:2-3). But 
unfortunately, Zephaniah does not stop there, but then turns his undiscriminating gaze on 
Judah, who was deteriorating quickly in covenant faithfulness. 
 Zephaniah mentions “the day of the Lord” more frequently than any other prophet and 
was a major influence upon Jeremiah, who prophesied soon after Zephaniah’s time.  
 
 The “day of the Lord” as a dreaded day of righteous judgment by God upon both 
themselves and their enemies is a common theme of the Minor Prophets. Compare Zephaniah 
1:7, 14; 2:2 with Joel 1:15, 2:1-2, 11; Amos 8:9; Obadiah 15. How is Zephaniah’s description of 
the Day of the Lord in 1:2-3, 18 more cataclysmic than even the Genesis flood? _____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Zephaniah preaches about twenty years before Assyria falls. What sober warning does 
he give us all in 1:18? Compare to Joel 2:11. __________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Zephaniah targets the priests, politicians, and prophets with what specific charge, in 
3:2? How do you “accept criticism”? ________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The most famous portion of Zephaniah that is frequently quoted is 3:17, portraying God 
rejoicing over His faithful remnant (3:12). Can you envision God singing over you in sweet 
rapture? ______________________________________________________________________ 
Like other prophets, Zephaniah optimistically concludes that God will restore His people and 
preserve the faithful few. 
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   The Three Post-Exilic Prophets 
 
     HAGGAI  
Themes:  
 *God is very important. He is priority! 
 *Do not be afraid. God’s Spirit is with you (2:5). 
  Haggai may be remembered as the prophet of encouragement, who moved the 
priests and people to a renewed vigor in rebuilding the Temple upon their return after the 
Babylonian exile. The Jews had met with resistance from the Samaritans, who blocked their 
reconstruction efforts, and it was not until 522 BC, with the support of King Darius of Babylon, 
that construction resumed in earnest, in large part because of Haggai’s persistent chastisement. 
He asks them to set their priorities straight: Why should they be enjoying their comfortable 
homes when the Temple still lay in ruin?  (1:8) Worship should take precedent over all other 
endeavors. 
 
 What three words summarize the message of Haggai, found in 1:5, 7? _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
If you were to pause today, and ‘consider your way,’ what would your analysis conclude?  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
It is extremely important to make this honest evaluation from time to time, and is why the 
Church, in all of her wisdom, sets Lent as a time for serious reflection and examination of 
conscience. 
 
 Haggai (alongside Jonah) can boast as being the prophet(s) whose message was actually 
acted upon almost immediately (1:14-15). In reality, Who “stirred up the people”? __________ 
 
 How specifically did Haggai encourage the lethargic and exhausted remnant in 2:4-9? 
Why will the glory of this second Temple actually be greater than the first Temple? (Hint: 
Presentation of the Lord). ________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Are you aware of God’s spirit “continuing in your midst”? Do you find “peace” at Mass? ______ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     ZECHARIAH 
 
 A contemporary of Haggai, Zechariah likewise hammers home the point that the Temple 
needs rebuilding-now. He includes more Messianic prophecies than any other Minor Prophet, 
and only Isaiah will have more when compared to all other Biblical authors.  Zechariah’s eight 
colorful visions will later surface in Revelation written by John. 
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 The New Testament writers were well-versed in Zechariah and enjoyed quoting him: 22 
times in the Gospels alone, and 71 times in total. The Book of Revelation gets the prize: as it 
quotes Zechariah 31 times! Chapters 9-14 of Zechariah in particular are heavily apocalyptic and 
resurface in Revelation. Finally, at fourteen chapters, Zechariah is the longest of the Minor 
Prophets. 
 
Timeline to keep in mind: 
*Zechariah began to write the same year as Haggai (520 BC), but Zechariah’s visions and 
recordings extend much longer, into 480 BC or longer. 
*Zechariah chapters 1-8 parallel Ezra 5-6. 
*The Temple was completed in 516 BC (--seventy years after its destruction in 586 BC). 
 
Historical Context: 
*Darius I was the third ruler of the Persian Empire. 
 
 Zechariah uses the phrase “Lord of hosts” (or “Lord God Almighty”) fifty times in the 
first eight chapters alone. What does this tell you about Zechariah’s appreciation for God’s 
power and sovereignty? _________________________________________________________ 
 
 God protects His people. What does He promise in 2:9? __________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 The Holy Spirit must be the source of strength for anyone building the Kingdom of God. 
What does God tell Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah, in 4:6? ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Remember the constant refrain found in the Book of Judges: The battle is the Lord’s. 
 
 What do we learn about the future Messiah in 6:12-13; 9:9; 11:11-12; 12:10; 13:7; 14:4-
9?____________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 What is the climax of the entire book in 14:9? __________________________________ 
 
Explanation of 14:20-21: According to Mosaic law, the Old Testament high priest wore a turban 
while performing his duties, and on the turban was a golden plate inscribed with the words: 
“Holy to the Lord.” To state that even the horses would one day have these words inscribed on 
their bells and harnesses implies that everything ordinary (i.e, pots and pans) will all have the 
imprint of the Holy One. There will no longer be a division between the secular and the sacred. 
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     MALACHI 
 
 The remnant of Jews had settled back into Jerusalem for one hundred years before 
Malachi came on the scene, the last Minor Prophet before an extensive time of prophetic 
silence before the arrival of Jesus. This Minor Prophet’s claim to fame is that it contains more 
direct quotes of the Lord to the people than any other Minor Prophet (-47 verses, to be exact). 
Malachi addresses the sins of the people and priests just before the arrival of Nehemiah in 455 
BC. Although some of the people are complaining and wondering why God was seemingly 
tolerating injustice, Malachi introduces the theme that the forerunner must come first, to 
prepare for true worship and encourage genuine repentance (3:23-24). The New Testament 
authors would later identify this forerunner as John the Baptist. 
 
 How does 2:14-16 stand as the strongest indictment of marital divorce in all of 
Scripture? _____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 What promise does God give to those who tithe faithfully and fully, in 3:10? Do you only 
tithe when you feel financially secure? Why does God want to grow you in this area of financial 
dependence upon Him and Him alone? ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Remember: God does not ‘need’ your money! He wants your trust. Also, the tithing of Old 
Testament Jews literally supported the Levites, so when the people held back tithing, God was 
viewing it as robbing Him! (3:8). 
 
 How does the prophecy of 3:1-3 bring to mind the Presentation of the Lord and the 
word of Simeon in Matthew 2:22-34, particularly verse 34? _____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 How will the day of the Lord be experienced very differently by the unrighteous (3:19) vs 
the righteous (3:20-21)? __________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


