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The Prophets Elijah and Elisha 
Read: 1 Kings 17-22; 2 Kings 1-10 
 
  God never ceases calling His beloved people to return home to Him, and 
throughout Salvation History God has effectively used His obedient (and sometimes reluctant) 
prophets to deliver the tough message of what needs to be said. Sin is serious; holy God cannot 
tolerate its presence. Bound by covenant, God, like a jilted lover, grieves for a people who have 
freely chosen to forsake Him, but His love never wavers. Chastisement and punishment may be 
inevitable- but the love of God remains. 
 The story of the Jews at this time of the Divided Kingdom and on into Exile is our story 
as well. So often we put someone or something in the place of God and then wonder why 
things then go so awry. Let us learn from the prophets to not only remain faithful but to also 
fearlessly proclaim to peers and a broken culture the Word of God, undiluted and true, 
regardless of its anticipated reception. Courage remains the outstanding virtue of all the 
prophets, alongside a stubborn conviction and adherence to Truth—whose source is none 
other than God Himself- God Almighty-God, the father of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 
Context for Elijah’s Ministry: 
 The northern ten tribes are experiencing apostasy and idolatry on an unprecedented 
scale under King Ahab and his evil wife, Queen Jezebel. Many prophets fled to the south for 
refuge because they were no longer tolerated; the remaining ones fled to caves to hide for their 
lives, fed by sympathetic and faithful Jews. Things were such in a disordered state that the 
Queen personally had on her payroll 450 Baal priests and 400 of Asherah (1 Kings 18:19), the 
consort of Baal. “Sacred poles or wooden statues bearing the image of the naked goddess 
Asherah were constructed by Ahab himself, and Asherah worship involved cult prostitutes 
typical of Canaanite fertility liturgy. With Jezebel, all the Torah’s admonitions against marrying a 
foreign wife are clearly flouted by a foreign queen who gives Israel the best demonstration of 
the reason for those laws…. (Yet) God constantly sends his prophets in a never-ending attempt 
to win back the hearts of His people.”1  Into this chaos is sent Elijah, who abruptly steps into 
Scripture in 1 Kings 17. 
 
1 Kings 17 
 What unwelcome prophecy did Elijah give King Ahab in 1 Kings 17:1? Why would this be 
a particularly competitive challenge, given that Baal was believed to control rain and all the 
forces of nature? Note that Elijah bluntly calls “God, the King of Israel.” This prophet minces no 
words! ________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How do we know that Elijah was a righteous man and mighty prophet? James 5:16b-18 ______ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                        
1 Gray, Tim and Jeff Cavins. Walking with God: A Journey Through the Bible. (c) 2010 by Ascension Press, West 
Chester, PA, pp 172. 
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 Where did God command Elijah to hide, and how did He provide for His prophet?  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “God supernaturally supplies his food by an unlikely method: Ravens bring him bread 
and meat twice a day. This remarkable food supply demonstrates God’s control of life’s details. 
Ravens are notoriously aggressive when it comes to food, not hesitant to grab at a man’s finger 
in a moment of hunger. (The English word ravenous is recognition of this). Yet at God’s 
direction, they bring to the prophet all he needs during his divinely imposed period of 
retirement. When the water in the ravine dries up, God directs Elijah to move.”2 
How has God provided you both protection and provision? ______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Where did Elijah go for food after the stream dried up from the drought? 1 Kings 17:7-
24 ___________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
What two miracles made the Gentile widow eventually exclaim: “Now indeed I know that you 
are a man of God (and that) the word of the Lord comes truly from your mouth” (1 Kings 
17:24)? _______________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Like Rahab and Ruth before her, this Gentile woman will find faith in the God of Israel when the 
very Israelites themselves abandon that faith! She learned that obedience brings blessing and 
that “nothing is impossible for God” (Luke 1:37). The theme of “knowing God” is one that runs 
through the Exodus, all the patriarchs, and even now during the era of the Divided Kingdom. 
 
Historical note: Baal was also thought to provide bread and oil, and so this miracle underscores 
the impotency of this false god to provide for a widow. The only place where bread and oil 
could be found was housing the prophet of the One true and holy God of Israel! 
 Does God promise to provide for you? What did Jesus say in Matthew 6:25-33? _______ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Why would God send Elijah to a starving widow for nourishment? How does Jesus 
highlight that God operates very differently than we might, in Luke 4:25-26? _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
“Jesus uses the fact that it was a widow and a foreigner who was chosen, to show that God 
gives his gifts to whomever he pleases, not to those who think they have a right to them.”3 
How do you or when have you approached God with an attitude of entitlement? When have 
you been surprised when He chose any unlikely person to perform a task that you thought you 
could have done better? _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                        
2 Seabolt, Camilla. Community Bible Study: The Divided Kingdom and the Minor Prophets: Vol 1, Lessons 1-15. (c) 
2009 by Community Bible Study, Colorado Springs, CO, pp 89-90. 
3 The Navarre Bible: Joshua- Kings. Texts and Commentaries. (c) 2004 by Scepter Publishers, New York,  NY, pp 490. 
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Life Application: “In the book of Exodus (16:21), we read that God gave the Israelites just 
enough manna for each day. Those who worried about their supply tried to gather more, but it 
never lasted…..We have to learn to trust God day by day, especially when we are going through 
difficult times. We can’t look too far into the future, or we see that the flour is running out, or 
the stream will soon dry up. But if we trust God to lead us daily, providing just enough to get us 
through, we learn an important spiritual lesson that can change our lives: God wants us to be 
dependent on Him. And when we are, He is faithfully there for us, each step of the way, even 
when we are facing life or death situations. Try to walk through each day of this week, 
expecting God’s manna (or raven’s food).”4 
 
1 Kings 18: Contest on Mt Carmel 
 What question does Elijah ask the people in 1 Kings 18:21 that mirrors the one asked by 
Joshua six to seven centuries prior? (Joshua 24:14-15)  _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note their deafening silence in the face of Elijah’s lingering question! 
 What issue of faith are you presently trying to “straddle”? Why is it impossible to have 
divided loyalty when it comes to God? ______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Describe the contest that ensues and the results. How does “God answer with fire” (1 
Kings 18:24)? __________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Elijah fervently prays that God will answer him so that the people will: 
  (1)  Know ___________________________________________ 
  (2) and be brought ______________________________  (1 Kings 18:37). 
Slowly reread this verse. “Elijah calls out to Yahweh, and Yahweh answers. Here we see one of 
the great theological pairings of the Hebrews, to ‘call’ and to ‘answer.’ To ‘call,’ in Hebrew, 
kara, and to ‘answer,’ anah, are two key words found throughout the Psalms. Indeed, one of 
God’s vital characteristics in Psalms is that he is the God who ‘answers,’ perhaps stemming 
from the Exodus, where the people ‘cry out’ to God (Ex 2:23), and God answers, bringing 
redemption.”5 
 
 Let the Fire Fall!  Think over various scenarios in Scripture: Moses at the burning bush; 
Elijah calling upon God to bring fire upon the altar; tongues of fire at Pentecost. What does fire 
represent throughout Scripture? ___________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                        
4 Seabolt, pp 92. 
5 Gray. Walking with God, pp 175. 
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 CCC 696- “….. fire symbolizes the transforming energy of the Holy Spirit’s actions. The 
prayer of the prophet Elijah, who ‘arose like fire,’ and whose ‘word burned like a torch,’6 
brought down fire from heaven on the sacrifice on Mount Carmel. This event was a ‘figure’ of 
the fire of the Holy Spirit, who transforms what he touches. John the Baptist, who goes ‘before 
the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah,’ proclaims Christ as the one who ‘will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire.’7 Jesus will say of the Spirit: ‘I came to cast fire upon the earth; and 
would that it were already kindled!’8 In the form of tongues ‘as of fire,’ the Holy Spirit rests on 
the disciples on the morning of Pentecost and fills them with himself. The spiritual tradition has 
retained this symbolism of fire as one of the most expressive images of the Holy Spirit’s 
actions.” 
 
Word Study: When the Israelites see the remarkable fire from heaven consume the drenched 
altar and sacrifice, what do they call out in 1 Kings 18:39? _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
It is fitting that the word “Elijah” literally means “Yahweh is my God.” 
 This man of God embodied the dynamic that St Paul later described in Romans 8:31- “If 
God is for us, who can be against us?” 
 
 How is the fire falling upon the altar at Carmel a “type” or “figure” of the fire of the Holy 
Spirit causing transubstantiation during every Consecration Prayer at Mass? ________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How is Holy Spirit power key in both events? _________________________________________ 
 
If 1 Kings 18:40, makes you uneasy, remember: “Elijah’s actions at the end—killing the false 
prophets—needs to be understood in the light of his zeal for the Lord and of the mentality of 
the time, for the Mosaic Law prescribed exactly such treatment for the prophets of pagan 
divinities in order to safeguard the religious purity of the people (Deuteronomy 13:13-19).”9 
 
1 Kings 19 
 One day Elijah fearlessly slits the throats of 450 false Baal priests and prophets. The next 
day he flees for his life at the threat of one single woman, the evil Queen Jezebel. What does 
this tell you about the Queen as well as what often follows spiritual victories? ______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Elijah had just witnessed God’s defeat of 450 Baal prophets, watched God send 
supernatural fire from heaven, and felt the cold rain on his face for the first time in years. The 
fact that Elijah’s confidence in God quickly gave way to fear shows that often after a spiritual 
high, we’re more susceptible to a spiritual low. When we experience victory over sin or a 
fruitful ministry to others, we can expect temptation and fear to follow. Let’s anticipate the 

                                                        
6 Sirach 48:1; 1 Kings 18:38-39. 
7 Luke 1:17; 3:16. 
8 Luke 12:49. 
9 The Navarre Bible, pp 495-496. 
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valleys that follow mountain-top experiences and arm ourselves with God’s Word and 
prayer.”10 
 
How do heavenly reinforcements arrive to fortify Elijah? 1 Kings 19:5 _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
“Angels appear often in the course of biblical history—to protect individuals (Lot, in Gen 19; 
Hagar and Ishmael in Gen 21:17-19, etc); to guide the people in the desert (Ex 23:20-23); or to 
inform people of God’s plans (Judges 6:11-24; 13:1-25). Now, an angel comes to the prophet’s 
help.”11  
 How is Elijah again restored in 1 Kings 19:9-21? _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
What questions does God ask Elijah? Remember that God asks questions not to gain 
information but to clarify and minister to His loved one who is confused. __________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Let us adopt the habit of asking God to show us His call each day in a very clear way. 
 
 How do heavenly reinforcements arrive to fortify Elijah? 1 Kings 19:5 _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
“Angels appear often in the course of Biblical history—to protect individuals (Lot, in Gen 19; 
Hagar and Ishmael in Gen 21:17-19, etc); to guide the people in the desert (Ex 23:20-23); or to 
inform people of God’s plans (Judges 6:11-24; 13:1-25). Now, an angel comes to the prophet’s 
help.”12  
 
Elisha Answers the Call: 1 Kings 19:19-21 
 “Elisha left all behind to follow Elijah. Jesus made the same demand of His disciples 
(Matthew 4:18-22). What does it mean for you to leave all and follow Jesus? (Mt 10:37-39; 
16:24-25; Lk 9:57-62) ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Choose something you need to leave behind to better follow Jesus.”13 ____________________ 
 
1 Kings 21: Naboth’s Vineyard 
 Why did King Ahab throw a pity party? Why was Naboth reluctant to meet the King’s 
demands? _____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How did Queen Jezebel secure the vineyard for her greedy, sullen husband? What were 
the consequences foretold by Elijah for Ahab?  For Jezebel? 1 Kings 22:38 __________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________  
                                                        
10 Swindoll, Charles. Joshua-Esther: Insight’s Bible Application Guide. (c) 2013 by Insight for Living, Plano, TX, pp 96. 
11 The Navarre Bible: Joshua-Kings, pp 498. 
12 The Navarre Bible: Joshua-Kings, pp 498. 
13 Hahn, Scott and Jeff Cavins. Study Guide: Our Father’s Plan: A Catholic Bible Study of Salvation History. (c) 2002 
by Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 42. 
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Typology: Naboth is seen as a “type” of Christ, who was crucified after false witnesses were 
unjustly recruited and who was the Lord of the vineyard (Mt 21:23). 
 
 
 
2 Kings 2 
 “Part of the blessing, the inheritance, of the first-born was to receive a double portion of 
his father’s property. Although not Elijah’s son, Elisha asked for a double portion of his spirit (2 
Kings 2:9). As his inheritance, how was the spirit of Elijah in Elisha? (2 Kings 2:9-15; Lk 1:16-17) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 From which saint would you like to request a ‘double portion’?”14 __________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Elisha was bold in his request of Elijah. How bold would you characterize your prayer 
requests? This week, intentionally embolden your prayer petitions and see what happens! 
 
 What happened to Elijah in 2 Kings 2:1-12? What other faithful servant of God shared 
Elijah’s destiny? Genesis 5:21-24 ___________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Elisha’s activity is different from Elijah’s in many ways: first, Elisha’s miracles are 
designed to resolve difficulties of his contemporaries, whereas Elijah’s were performed to 
demonstrate the sovereignty of the one God; second, Elisha is much more involved than his 
predecessor in political affairs and is much closer to the kings, too; finally, Elisha has more 
contact with the groups of prophets than Elijah had. Elisha is, then, a prophet much closer to 
the people, showing them the love God has for them.”15 
 
2 Kings 4-5 
 Elisha’s servant wondered how the prophet could possibly feed a hundred people (2 
Kings 4:42-44). How does this prefigure the Eucharist? John 6:12-13, 34-35 _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What are some of the miracles performed by Elisha? ___________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How do the prophets “draw light and strength for their mission,” according to CCC 
2584? ________________________________________________________________________ 
“Elijah and the other prophets find strength in prayer and in their personal encounters with 
God. Their faith is strong. They know who God is, and they know him (which is not always the 
same thing), and they are obedient to his Word.”16 

                                                        
14 Hahn. Our Father’s Plan, pp 44. 
15 The Navarre Bible: Joshua-Kings, pp 520. 
16 Cavins, Jeff and Tim Gray. Workbook: The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation. (c) 2019 by Ascension Press, 
West Chester, PA, pp 229. 
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 What is the difference between knowing who God is and knowing Him? Why do you 
need to know both in order to effectively evangelize and act as His prophet (speaking His word 
to a needy, confused world)? ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2 Kings 17 
Points to ponder: 
 “The persistent sins of the inhabitants of Israel, the Northern Kingdom, preceded their 
being taken into exile by the Assyrians (2 Kings 17). What sins caused the Israelites to be 
deported? (2 Kings 17:7-25) _______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How do your sins lead you into ‘exile’? (CCC 1440) _____________________________________ 
How did a devastating national event (70 years of exile) fit into the Father’s eternal plan for 
Israel? (Ps 138; Is 49:14-17; 55:6-9) _________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How has or could a devastating personal event (for example, the death of a spouse or child, a 
job loss, a traumatic illness) fit into the Father’s eternal plan for you? _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
During the period of the exile, when they had lost everything, the Israelites had to rely on God 
alone. How would your life change if you relied on God alone?”17 (CCC 301) ________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclusion: Legacy of Elijah 
 “God makes himself known in a new way through the prophet Elijah. The same God who 
manifested himself as friend and protector of the patriarchs, and who gave the Law to Moses, 
now reveals himself as the Lord of creation and of nature. To the Canaanites the god Baal was 
master of the forces of nature—rain, storms, fertility, etc. Through the prophet Elijah the true 
God reveals himself to be distinct from and higher than all those forces, no matter what their 
power (1 Kings 19:11-13), as well as being their Lord (1 Kings 17:1). Elijah is the champion of the 
rights of God and of the poor (chapter 21) and in this sense he is a model for all the prophets 
that will come after him, the so-called writer prophets. ‘Elijah is the ‘father’ of the prophets, 
‘the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob’ (Psalm 24:6) 
(CCC 2582).’”18 
 
Comparison of Elijah to Elisha 
 “When read through the lens of the New Testament, the lives of Elijah and Elisha look 
forward to two greater prophets who are yet to come: (1) John the Baptist (2) and Jesus of 
Nazareth. The four canonical Gospels will apply an Elijah-Elisha mold to the ministries of John 
and Jesus.  Elijah is a prophet of judgment and justice, who wears the same garb as John the 

                                                        
17 Hahn. Our Father’s Plan, pp 44. 
18 The Navarre Bible: Joshua-Kings. Texts and Commentaries. (c) 2004 by Scepter Publishers, New York, NY, pp 488-
489. 
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Baptist (2 Kings 2:8; Mark 1:6), while Elisha is a prophet of mercy. Thus, Elijah performs 
relatively few miracles of compassion (1 Kings 17:8-24), but is remembered for calling fire from 
heaven multiple times, killing the prophets of Baal, and delivering oracles of death and 
judgment against Ahab and Ahaziah (1 Kings 18). Elisha, on the other hand, has an extensive 
ministry of mercy, in which he grants conception to the barren, healing to the sick, resurrection 
to the dead, food to the hungry, purity to the poisoned or defiled, and even forgiveness to 
enemies (2 Kings 6:21-23). The Gospel authors recognized this pattern and its applicability to 
the successive ministries of John the Baptist, prophet of judgment (Mt 3:7-12) and Jesus of 
Nazareth, prophet of mercy (Mt 11:28-30).”19 
 
 
New Testament Connection: Sacramental Typology in the Elijah and Elisha Narratives20 
    Eucharistic Types 
1 Kings 17:1-7  Elijah miraculously fed in the wilderness 
1 Kings 17:8-16 Provision of flour and oil for the widow of Zarephath 
1 Kings 19:4-8  The angelic food for Elijah’s journey to Sinai 
2 Kings 4:42  Multiplication of food for one hundred men 
    Baptismal Types 
1 Kings 17:17-24 Resurrection of the widow of Zarephath’s son 
2 Kings 4:18-37 Resurrection of the Shunammite’s son 
2 Kings 5:1-19  Healing of Naaman’s leprosy 
    Type of Holy Orders 
2 Kings 2:9-15  Bestowal of the Spirit on Elisha 
 

                                                        
19 Bergsma, John and Brant Pitre. A Catholic Introduction to the Bible: The Old Testament. (c) 2018 by Ignatius 
Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 421-422. 
20 Bergsma, John. A Catholic Introduction to the Bible: The Old Testament, pp 423. 


