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    THE RETURN: EZRA 
 
Read: The Book of Ezra 
Corresponds with Workbook: Pages 117-122, 239-241 
Supplemental Books: Haggai, Zachariah, Malachi, Esther 
 
 Decades pass slowly when you are far from home as involuntary exiles, but 70 years 
come and go as the Jews experience the sobering disciplinary hand of God. Nevertheless, they 
cling to the hope offered by the prophets who not only foretold their plight but also spoke of 
God’s promise of a remnant returning to the Promised Land through none other than a Gentile 
king’s actions. And so it passes, as God’s Word always does, and Ezra returns to Jerusalem to 
teach the Law (Torah). Will the people remain faithful or fall again into apostasy and false 
worship? This basic question seems to resurface for each generation. 
 
Historical Background: 
 The return of the Jews from Babylon did not occur all at once. Rather, like their 
deportation, it took place in three distinct waves of migration. In the first return, the people 
had begun to work on rebuilding the Temple, and after an interruption of several years, 
succeeded under Zerubbabel’s leadership. Now the priest Ezra was on his way to lead the 
second wave of returning exiles and would work tirelessly in re-establishing the prominence of 
the Torah/ Law, with limited success. Eventually, a third wave of Jews from Babylon would 
arrive to rebuild the walls around Jerusalem under the leadership of Nehemiah. 
 
    Summary of Three Returns1 
Captivity of 70 years followed by return to Israel, a voyage of 900 miles taking 4 months. 
First Return: 538-515 BC, Zerubbabel leads the rebuilding of the Temple. Haggai (530) and 
Zechariah (520-518) prophesy. 
Gap of 57 years. Esther (483-473) lives during this time. 
Second Return: 458-456 BC. Ezra leads reformation of the people.  
Gap 12 years. 
Third return: 444-432 BC. Nehemiah rebuilds the wall. Nehemiah returns around 430 BC, when 
Malachi prophesied (450-430 BC). 
400 silent years until the birth of Christ. 
 
Ezra 1 
 What prophecy found in Jeremiah 29:10-14 is fulfilled in Ezra 1:1? __________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Review Isaiah 44:24-28; 45:1-6, 13. 

                                                        
1 Walvoord, John. The Bible Knowledge Commentary: Old Testament.  (c) 1985 by Scripture Press Publications, Inc., 
Wheaton, IL, pp 652. 
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 Although Isaiah lived during the time of the Divided Kingdom, over two hundred years 
before Ezra entered the scene, he gives a very detailed prophecy “that God, desiring Judah to 
be restored, would raise up a king named Cyrus to subdue other nations and would summon 
him to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple and set the exiles free. It is curious that God calls and 
anoints and moves this Gentile to do his work and calls him, ‘my shepherd,’ although Cyrus 
‘does not acknowledge’ God. 
 Read Ezra 1. How is Isaiah’s prophecy fulfilled?”2 ________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Historical Note:  
  Cyrus the Great was a progressive leader who succeeded in uniting the Medes and 
Persians into one Persian Empire, which then became the regional world power by conquering 
Babylon in 539 BC. He was known to be quite tolerant of those whom he conquered and 
granted all both freedom from slavery and freedom of religion. 
 
 How might such a specific prophecy given in advance have fortified the Jews while in 
exile? Which Biblical promise (in the Old or New Testament) gives you the most solace? ______ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 How does the departure of the Jews from Babylon parallel their departure in Exodus? 
Ezra 1:6-8; Exodus 12:35-36 _______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does this reinforce the Biblical truth that God is sovereign over all nations and 
provides for His people? __________________________________________________________ 
Proverbs 21:1 
 
Ezra 2 
 Some may think this chapter is a good antidote to insomnia! But nothing is included in 
the Word of God without good reason. In fact, every word of the Word is there for a purpose. 
What is the purpose of including every single name in the census? ________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Does God know you by name? Exodus 33:17; Jeremiah 1:5; Isaiah 43:1; 49:16; Luke 
10:20; John 10:14-15 ____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ezra 3 

                                                        
2 Cavins, Jeff and Tim Gray. The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation: Workbook. (c) 2019 by Ascension Press, 
West Chester, PA, pp 119. 
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 Who led the people in restoring the altar for sacrificial worship? (3:2) _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Jeshua (or Joshua) was a descendant of Aaron, the high priest, who is mentioned in both Haggai 
and Zechariah. He was the grandson of Seraiah, a priest whom Nebuchadnezzar killed at Riblah 
(2 Kings 25:18-21). Zerubbabel was a civic leader and descendant of David, who organized other 
priests (descendants of Aaron) and other descendants of David to work as a united team. 
 What did they have to overcome in order to rebuild the altar? _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
What task or mission is God giving you, in which you must first overcome fear in order to 
accomplish? How are we called to overcome fear? How have you done so in the past? 2 
Timothy 1:7    __________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ezra 4 
 What type of opposition do the returned Jews encounter in Jerusalem? 4:1-13 ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 What is the end result of this opposition? 4:24 __________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Opposition is not just from exterior hostile forces like the Samaritans. There was also 
interior resistance, and this was the central concern of Haggai 1:9. Will the people set worship 
as a priority or not?  
 
Ezra 6 
 How does King Darius enable building to resume? 6:1, 6-9_________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 What grand project was finally accomplished? 6:14-16 ___________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ezra 7 
 The second wave of Jews return to Israel, and among them is the highly respected 
priest/scribe Ezra. What do you learn about Ezra—his ancestry, interests, relationship with 
God? 7:1-10 ___________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 According to 7:10, Ezra was determined to study God’s Law, obey it, and teach it to 
others. Do you share Ezra’s mindset? _______________________________________________ 
 
 How does King Artaxerxes (of the Book of Esther) help Ezra?  7:20-22 _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ezra 8 
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 In what dilemma did Ezra find himself? What had he told the king (8:22)? Remember 
that he was leading a defenseless caravan of people across a forsaken land full of thieves in 
order to reach Jerusalem. Also, keep in mind that Ezra was transporting 25 tons of silver, 100 
silver articles weighing 150 pounds, and 7,500 pounds of gold to rebuild the Temple. Many of 
the exiles had become prosperous in Babylon and were transporting their household goods as 
well. _________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “How often do we proclaim our confidence in God and then allow fear to take over? 
Even the most godly people, like Ezra, doubt from time to time. Fear, pain, and anxiety are real. 
God doesn’t get angry when our emotions don’t match up with what we know to be true about 
Him. His grace covers our fears. The Lord just asks us to pray for His help in our time of need.”3 
 
 What is the role of fasting for Ezra before he leads the caravan home in 583 BC? 8:21, 
23, 31_________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 There are found several different types of fasting in Scripture, and one is known as the 
‘Ezra fast.’ This particular type of fasting is called for “a group problem requiring a group to fast 
with you. Not only must people be asked to fast, but they must also be involved in the problem 
(Ezra 8:21). The people following Ezra fasted because they were scared. They wanted safety for 
themselves and their children. The greater the problem, the more likely people will fast with 
intensity and pray with sincerity. 
 During the fast we seek solutions to our problems. We need to fast and pray not only for 
the final solutions, but also for step-by-step solutions to the problems. There was more than 
one road for Ezra and the people to travel to Jerusalem, and more than one solution to their 
problem. Which is the right road? 
 So Ezra began, “We fasted and prayed to our God for this, and our petition was granted” 
(8:23). Then Ezra devised a plan for the tremendous amount of money that had been given to 
him. He realized that part of his caravan might be lost if they were attacked by a large band of 
thieves, so he divided up the treasure and distributed it among the 12 priests, so some of it 
might get through even though some might be lost (8:24-25). By dividing the money, Ezra did 
more than protect it from thieves without. He also made each priest accountable for an exact 
amount of the treasure. Just because Ezra was a spiritual man didn’t mean he was naïve or 
stupid. He understood human nature. Everyone in business knows that people are more likely 
to be honest when they are made accountable. 
 
The Purpose of Fasting: 
1. To seek the Lord- (Ezra’s example); 2 Chronicles 20:3-4 
2. To humble the soul- Ezra 821; Psalm 35:13 
3. To chasten the soul- Psalm 69:10 
4. To prepare for spiritual warfare- Matt 17:21 
 

                                                        
3 Swindoll, Charles. Joshua-Esther: Insight’s Bible Application Guide. (c) 2013 by Insight for Living Publishing House, 
Plano, TX, pp 172-173. 
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Promised Blessings Associated with Fasting 
1. Answered prayer, insight, and restoration- Isaiah 58:9-12 
2. Joy, gladness, and cheerfulness- Zechariah 8:19 
3. Rewarded by God the Father- Matt 6:17-18 
4. Spiritual power over demons- Matt 17:21; Mark 9:29”4  
 
 What has been your experience with fasting? Have you ever fasted with a group for a 
particular, pressing intention? _____________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ezra 9-10 
 What does Ezra discover when he arrives in Jerusalem? Why is he so distraught? Ezra 9  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 What warning had Moses given in Deuteronomy 7:3-4? For what reason was 
intermarriage forbidden? _________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 The people have returned to the Promised Land, but have their hearts turned fully to 
God? _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 How does Ezra’s intercessory prayer summarize our proper stance before God also? 
9:13-14 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 What solution does Ezra propose, and is it carried out? Ezra 10:9-12, 44 _____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note that it was not just the common people who had intermarried with those following false 
gods, but primarily the religious and community leaders. This was essentially a national crisis, as 
within a generation the faith would be diluted or extinguished, as the plight of the Samaritans 
testified. For three months, each of the mixed marriages was assessed by local leaders who 
knew the couple well, so that justice would be administered. This was not a community 
declaration that divorce was acceptable but rather a testimony to the importance of religious 
purity. The Book of Ezra has the clear message that in order to enjoy intimate fellowship with 
God, it was absolutely necessary to have proper worship (Ezra chapters 1-6) and live according 
to God’s Word (Ezra chapters 7-10). 
 What does 1 Corinthians 7:10-15 advise? ______________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Clarification: “The response of the newly reconstituted community in Judah to put away their 
foreign wives and children seems a shocking measure to us who live on the other side of the 
cross of Jesus Christ. But without the power of grace that makes fidelity possible, the 
community felt such actions necessary to protect their fragile faithfulness to the God to whom 

                                                        
4 Towns, Elmer. Fasting for Spiritual Break Through: A Guide to Nine Biblical Fasts. (c) 1996 by Regal Books, 
Ventura, CA, pp 45-53, 224, 231-232. 
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they were convenanted. Later in the New Testament, St Paul will direct Christians married to 
unbelievers not to divorce but to remain with one another, for the unbelieving spouse is 
consecrated through the believing spouse. The difference between Ezra and St Paul is the grace 
of Christ, which empowers the Christian to remain faithful to God and to be a channel of God’s 
grace.”5 
 
 
Looking Ahead: 
 The book of Ezra- Nehemiah (originally one book) “brings salvation history—stopped at 
the exile in Kings and Chronicles—into the postexilic or Persian period. The dominant theme is 
the partial fulfillment of prophecies of restoration. Tangible signs of God’s mercy during this 
period include: 
 (1) the return of a large number of Judeans to their homeland; 
 (2) the freedom and even encouragement to live by and enforce the law of the Mosaic 
covenant; and 
 (3) the rebuilding of the Temple and restoration of the liturgy. 
On the other hand, equally significant elements of restoration, clearly predicted by the 
prophets, were NOT experienced during the Persian era: 
 (1) the restoration of the house of David and the Davidic covenant (Jer 33:15-17); 
 (2) the implementation of the ‘new covenant’ with its promise of interior 
transformation (Jer 31:31-34); 
 (3) the restoration of the twelve tribes in a new exodus (Is 11:11-16); and 
 (4) the arrival of God’s special servant, the ‘anointed one,’ or Messiah (Is 61:1). 
The mournful end of Ezra-Nehemiah can be understood as the recognition of the need for a 
new intervention by God in the life of his people.”6 The longing remains, only one day to be 
fulfilled by Christ Himself. 

                                                        
5 Gray, Tim and Jeff Cavins. A Journey Through the Bible: Walking with God. (c) 2010 by Ascension Press, West 
Chester, PA, pp 210. 
6 Bergsma, John and Brant Pitre. The Old Testament: A Catholic Introduction to the Bible. (c) 2018 by Ignatius Press, 
San Francisco, CA, pp 456. 


