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   MESSIANIC FULFILLMENT: PART ONE 
 
Read: Luke Chapters 1-9 
Corresponds to Workbook pp 129-135; 247-250 
 
 Who is Jesus, and why does He matter? How is Jesus the climax of the Salvation Story 
that we have been studying all year? 
 “The Old Testament is essentially an unfinished symphony, a drama without a climax. It 
is the articulation of a hope, a dream, a longing—but without a realization of that hope, without 
a satisfaction of that longing. Israel knew itself to be the people with the definite mission to 
become holy and thereby to render the world holy. But instead, Israel fell into greater and 
greater sins, and instead of being the catalyst for the conversion of the world, the world was 
continually overwhelming and enslaving Israel. 
 And then came Jesus, who turned out to be, in the most unexpected way, the fulfillment 
of the dream. From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus effected the gathering of the tribes of 
Israel through conversion and the forgiveness of sins.”1 
 
 If someone were to ask you how Jesus fulfills the Old Testament prophecies and 
Salvation History story, what would you pull out as most important to emphasize? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 If you were then asked why you love Jesus and what difference He has made in your life, 
how would you reply? ___________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
This forms the core of your testimony --which we are called to “be ready always to give …..to 
everyone who asks …… a reason for the hope you have” (1 Peter 3:15). 
 
     WHO IS JESUS? 
 Review Luke 1-2. What facts about the God-Man do you learn? ____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “What do the following witnesses tell us about who Jesus is and why he has come? 
*God through the angel Gabriel (Luke 1:26-38) and with His own voice (Luke 3:21-22) ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

                                                        
1 Bishop Robert Barron. “Daily Gospel Reflections: Matthew 5:17-19, March 23, 2022.” Accessed online at Word on 
Fire. 
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*Simeon (Luke 2:25-35) __________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*John the Baptist (Luke 3:15-17) ___________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Demons (Luke 4:33-34; 41; 8:26-31) _______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*The centurion (Luke 7:1-9) _______________________________________________________ 
 
*Peter (Luke 9:20) ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 What does Jesus then say about Himself? See Luke 4:16-21; 4:43; 5:24; 5:32; 6:5; 9:22, 
44, 48.”2      ____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________  
  
    BIRTH OF JESUS 
 Role of Mary 
  Something very profound occurred at the Annunciation: God not only became 
man, but God fulfilled his promise to David.  “Note that God had promised that David’s throne 
would last forever, but his line had apparently been broken in 587 BC. Six hundred years later 
Gabriel appeared to Mary, who was betrothed to a man named Joseph of the house of David. 
The angel announced that she would bear a Son to be called Son of the Most High. Then comes 
the kicker that would have taken the breath away from any first -century Jew listening to the 
story: ‘And the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will rule over the  
house of Jacob forever, and of his Kingdom there will be no end.’ What seemed to have come 
to an end had in fact just gone underground, and was now ready to appear fully in the light. The 
kingly line of David was in fact unsevered, and now the full meaning of God’s promise would be 
revealed.”3 
 Compare Genesis 3:15 to the Annunciation/ Luke 1:26-38. How is Mary the New Ark? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The Ark (2 Samuel)     Mary (Luke 1) 
Carried the Ten Commandments, manna,  Carried the Word made flesh, Bread of 

                                                        
2 Cavins, Jeff and Tim Gray. Workbook: The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation. (c) 2019 by Ascension Press, West 
Chester, PA, pp 131. 
3 Bishop Robert Barron. “Lenten Gospel Reflections; Daily Meditations: Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord/ 
Luke 1:26-38. Accessed online March 25, 2021 from Word on Fire. 
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 Aaron’s budded rod     heaven, the Great High Priest 
 
v. 9- “How can the Ark of the Lord come  v. 43-“ Why is this granted to me, that the 
 to me?”        mother of my Lord should come to me?” 
 
v. 14-16- David leaping/dancing before   v. 41- John leaping in Elizabeth’s womb 
 the Ark       before Mary 
 
v. 11- The Ark stayed in the house of   v. 56- Mary stays with Elizabeth for three 
 Obed-Edom three months    months 
 
 Why does Mary matter in the Salvation Story? “Mary was the definitive bearer of the 
divine presence, the Ark of the Covenant par excellence. When she visited her cousin Elizabeth, 
the infant John the Baptist leapt in his mother’s womb, doing his own version of David’s dance 
before the Ark. 
 The Queen Mother—like all of the monarchs of Israel—is a fighter. Israel frequently 
brought the ark into battle with them. Most famously, the priests paraded around the city of 
Jericho bearing the ark, just before the walls came tumbling down. 
 The Queenship of Mary is not a sentimental feast. Whenever Biblical people spoke of 
kings or queens, they were speaking of warriors. The question for us is: What side are we on? 
Those trained in the Jesuit spiritual tradition know of the ‘two standards’ meditation, which 
compels us to make the simple choice: In which army do you serve? 
 We fight, of course, not with the puny weapons of the world but with the weapons of 
the Spirit; by God we fight. So don’t just honor and acknowledge the Queenship of Mary; get in 
her army!”4 
 
 Luke 1:39-56 thereby highlights Mary as the New Ark, and this theme is reinforced in 
Revelation, when John passes from a vision of the heavenly Ark directly to a description of “the 
woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 
stars” (Rev 12:1), who does battle with the dragon. How does this fit into the prophecy of 
Genesis 3:15? __________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Observe how many Marian statues show the Blessed Mother standing, often barefoot, on the 
head of a serpent. This is an example of where art can be a beautiful catechist of many Biblical 
truths. 
 
 The greatest gift of Jesus from the cross, second only to His blood for our salvation, was 
the gift of His mother (John 19:25-29). Have you taken Mary “into your home,” as John did? If 
you have, what difference has it made in your spiritual growth and intimacy with Christ? If not, 
why won’t you let Mary be your Mother? ____________________________________________ 

                                                        
4 Bishop Robert Barron. “Daily Gospel Reflections: August 22, 2020: Matthew 23:1-12.” Accessed online from Word 
on Fire. 
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “God is a frightening being to many people, transcendent and out of our reach. But 
Mary helps bridge the gap. She’s a creature like us, so even if we don’t trust Him completely 
yet, He knows that we can trust the loving care of a benevolent mother. If we do, that mother 
will gently lead us back to God, which has been His plan ever since the fall of mankind.”5 
 
 The Church proclaims the Hypostatic Union of Christ; that is, He is at once fully human 
and fully God (CCC 464). The Third Council of Constantinople (AD 680-681) confirmed that Jesus 
has two wills and two natures-- (divine and human). 
 How is this apparent in the Transfiguration (Luke 9:28-36)? _______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 St Augustine stated that “the New Testament lies hidden in the Old, and the Old 
Testament is unveiled in the New.” How does St Augustine’s insight relate to Gabriel’s 
announcement to Mary that her son would assume the throne of David? Luke 1:32-33 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “If we survey the texts of the Old Testament—and the first Christians relentlessly read 
Jesus in light of these writings—we see that Yahweh was expected to do four things: he would 
gather the scattered tribes of Israel; he would cleanse the holy temple in Jerusalem; he would 
definitively deal with the enemies of the nation; and finally, he would reign as Lord of the world. 
 The eschatological hope expressed especially in the prophets and the Psalms was that 
through these actions, Yahweh would purify Israel, and through the purified Israel bring 
salvation to all. What startled the first followers of Jesus is that he accomplished these four 
tasks, but in the most unexpected way.”6 
 How was Jesus’ birth foretold by Gabriel to Daniel in Daniel 9:21-24? _______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Note that Gabriel declares that the exile will last 490 years, under the rule of pagan empires. 
Gabriel comes to Mary of Nazareth 490 years after this declaration to Daniel. 
 
    The Temptation of Jesus 
 If Jesus was indeed sinless, why was He baptized by John? ________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “At his baptism, the Holy Spirit comes out of the heavens and descends upon Jesus in a 
bodily form like a dove, recalling Noah’s salvation through water and the dove’s return with a 
sign of the new creation after the flood. Then a voice proclaims, ‘Thou art my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased’ (Luke 3:22). Jesus was not baptized because he needed to repent of 

                                                        
5 Fr Chirs Alar, MIC. Quote from “Daily Catholic Wisdom, October 2020.” Accessed online on June 12, 2021 from 
yourfriends@catholicwisdom.org.  
6 Bishop Robert Barron. “Advent Gospel Reflections: Luke 1:57-66, December 23, 2021.” Accessed online at Word 
on Fire. 
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sin; rather, as St Peter says, Jesus’ baptism was his anointing (Acts 4:27). When David was 
anointed King, he was filled with the Holy Spirit (1 Sam 16:13). The descent of the Holy Spirit 
and the voice affirming that Jesus is his beloved Son recalls God’s words to David in 2 Sam 7:14: 
‘I will be his Father and he will be my son.’ Jesus baptism anoints him King over Israel; he is the 
new David who will reign forever. 
 Matthew paints a larger picture of how Israel’s story and Jesus’ story share a profound 
parallel. Matthew suggests that Jesus is not only a new Moses; he is the new Israel. Precisely 
where God’s firstborn son Israel (Ex 4:22) stumbled in the wilderness, Jesus is faithful; the 
vocation and storyline of Israel finds its long-awaited fulfillment, in the person of Jesus, God’s 
faithful firstborn son. 
 In response to each of the devil’s temptations, how does the Gospel of Matthew detail 
Jesus quoting Deuteronomy, in which Moses recounts Israel’s failure in the wilderness and its 
spiritual lessons? Matt 4:7, 4:10, and Dt 8:3, 6:16, and 6:13, respectively.”7 _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
    Jesus as the New Moses with a New Law 
 When Jesus first teaches in the synagogue at Capernaum (Luke 4:31-37), the people are 
‘astonished’ by the manner in which he teaches, with ‘authority.’ “What makes Jesus’ teaching 
so striking—apart from the content, which is striking enough—is his manner of teaching. He 
doesn’t appeal to ‘Rabbi so and so’ and finally back to Moses. He teaches on his own authority. 
The Greek word behind ‘authority’ here is ‘exousia,’ which means ‘from his own being.’ He 
moves through his public life, G.K. Chesterton said, like a lightning bolt.”8 
 In his first preaching in Capernaum he incites no little controversy (as they try to kill 
him!) by emphasizing that the enemies of the Jews are not so much the Gentiles but Satan, and 
in fact, God wants Gentiles to share in the blessing of salvation. As Simeon announced at His 
presentation, Jesus will be a surprising light to the Gentiles as well, but not without resentment 
and misunderstanding on the part of the Jews, who have suffered much at the hands of 
Gentiles.  
 How is Jesus as mankind’s Savior from sin a New Exodus, particularly given His atoning 
death during the Passover celebration? _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 As a New Moses, Jesus also presents a New Law, which looks much more “interiorly” at 
the heart and the need for conversion and new life.  This can only be brought about by the 
interior work of the Holy Spirit. As Jesus speaks from the Sermon on the Mount, as Moses did 

                                                        
7 Gray, Tim and Jeff Cavins. Walking with God: A Journey Through the Bible. (c) 2010 by Ascension Press, West 
Chester, PA, pp 239-240. 
8 Bishop Robert Barron. “Daily Gospel Reflections from Bishop Barron: Luke 4:31-37, August 31, 2021”. Accessed 
online from Word on Fire. 
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from Sinai, He gives the Beatitudes, which describe the traits of the Christian disciple—and of 
the Savior Himself. 
 Review Matthew 5:27. How does Jesus’ new law go deeper than condemning exterior 
actions, as Moses did? ___________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Jesus also introduces shocking teachings, such as forgiveness of enemies and turning the 
other cheek. Moreover, His description of acceptable worship focused on heartfelt, sincere 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. “In the second section of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
focuses on worship and piety (Mt 6:1-18). In the Judaism of Jesus’ day, all thoughts about piety 
and worship centered on the Temple in Jerusalem. Thus it was striking for Jews to hear Jesus 
teach about worship without the slightest reference to the Temple! Sidestepping the Temple, 
which Jesus later prophetically condemns, Jesus gives three practices to guide worship: 
almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. 
  Almsgiving is generosity towards others. Here, Jesus takes up the admonishment found 
in the story of Tobit, in which alms are seen as better than Temple sacrifices in atoning for sin 
(Tb 12:8-9). Jesus teaches that prayer should be accompanied by almsgiving; indeed, Jesus 
frames his teaching on prayer with almsgiving and fasting…. Almsgiving is ‘giving’ that focuses 
on others, while fasting is ‘giving up’ to focus on God. The proper context of a life of prayer is 
that prayer flourishes from a heart that is willing to sacrifice self (fasting) and that moves out 
with mercy and generosity to others (almsgiving).”9 
 What does your prayer life resemble, from day to day? How do you already incorporate 
almsgiving and fasting? How might you do more? _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 What was the last sin you confessed? Why do you do what you do? Do you spend time 
reflecting on the root cause of your sinful actions, asking the Holy Spirit to show you what lies 
interiorly--- and invite Him to “create a new heart” for you (Psalm 51)? ____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

                                                        
9 Gray, Tim and Jeff Cavins. Walking with God, pp 244-246. 


