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   MESSIANIC FULFILLMENT: PART TWO 
 
Read: Luke 9:51-19:27 
Corresponds to Workbook pp 137-142; 251-254 
 
 Jesus comes on the scene after a hidden life of 30 years and turns all Messianic 
expectations upside down. As the Son of Man (prophesied in Daniel) and the Son of David, 
Jesus defies the definition of King and ushers in the Kingdom of God, that welcomed Jews and 
Gentiles alike, particularly the outcast. His teaching likewise surprised and shocked those who 
listened to this itinerant rabbi, as He focused on interior attitudes and cleansing from sin rather 
than external, ritual purity. When speaking of Yahweh, He used familiar terms such as “Father,” 
and spoke with singular authority as the One who had been sent by the Father. Causing scandal, 
He broke bread with notorious sinners and brought healing wherever He went, including raising 
some from the dead. Who was this God-Man, and what Kingdom had He come to establish? 
Hints and prophesies are scattered all throughout the Old Testament. Now is the time to put 
them all together and find their startling locus in this Man they called Jesus of Nazareth. 
 
    A New King and A New Kingdom 
 From your study of the Old Testament, what did the Jews expect of the future Messiah? 
How did Jesus not fit their image? __________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How has Jesus surprised you and caused you to adjust your false image of God? _______ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “Jesus’ healings signify the arrival of the kingdom of God. When Jesus began to preach, 
his theme was: The kingdom of God is at hand. In his own person an entirely new way of 
ordering things was on offer. Then—in his love and nonviolence, in his confrontation with the 
Pharisees and religious establishment, in his healing and teaching—Jesus was demonstrating 
precisely what the reign of the God of Israel looks like.  
 This way of life inevitably awakened the opposition of the powers that be. At the climax 
of his ministry, Jesus faced down the resistance of ‘the world,’ to use the typical New 
Testament term, meaning that whole congeries of cruelty, betrayal, denial, violence, 
corruption, and hatred by which human affairs are typically ordered. 
 He permitted all of that darkness to wash over him, to crush him, to snuff him out. But 
then, on the third day, he rose again from the dead in the power of the Holy Spirit, and thereby 
outflanked, outmaneuvered, and swallowed up the darkness.”1 
 
Review Luke 13:22-30, 14:15-24; 17:20-21; and Matthew 25:31-46. From these passages, what 
do you learn about the Kingdom of God? Specifically- Where is the kingdom? Who is invited? 

                                                        
1 Bishop Robert Barron. Daily Gospel Reflections from Bishop Barron: Mark 3:1-6/ January 20, 2021. Accessed 
online from Word on Fire. 
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Who will get in? ________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
“Where is the Kingdom? 
 The kingdom of God is inside and not outside. It is spiritual and internal, not something 
physical that can be seen or touched. 
 
Who is invited? 
 All are invited—not just the ‘worthy’ Jews, but the outcasts as well (Luke 14:15-24). 
 
Who will get in? 
 Not everyone will get into the kingdom of God. In fact, many will try to enter and will 
not be able to. Among those who were initially invited (the Jews), some will delay or refuse to 
accept the invitation. They will be replaced by ‘the poor and maimed and blind and lame,’ and 
those on the ‘highways and hedges’—the unclean outcasts and the Gentiles – will take their 
place (Luke 14:21, 23). 
 In a marked contrast to any earthly kingdom, acceptance to God’s kingdom in these 
parables is based on the individual’s response to the invitation and not on any special rights of 
birth or position. In Matthew 25, we are told that the kingdom is reserved not for those who 
focus on avoiding doing wrong, but for those who actively do good: those who extend a loving 
and merciful heart and hands to the needy around them.”2 
 
 To describe the nature of this startling new kingdom that was not the political one 
expected by the Jews, Jesus spoke in parables. What do you learn about the Kingdom in the 
following two parables: 
 
*Luke 13:22-30 – The difficulty in entering this kingdom. _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*Luke 14:7-24- Parable of the great wedding feast, with emphasis on who is invited free of 
charge and how we are to behave at the banquet. _____________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Jesus must realign the Jews’ definition of what salvation by the Messiah entailed. Since 
the exile, they had only experienced the harsh oppression of one empire after another, and so 
it is understandable why they expected the Messiah to be similar to the Maccabees, and lead a 
successful revolt against the Romans. Read the Canticle of Zechariah in Luke 1:67-79. What do 
you learn about how Jesus fulfills the Old Testament’s expectations of salvation? ____________ 

                                                        
2 Cavins, Jeff and Tim Gray. Workbook: The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation. (c) 2019 by Ascension Press, West 
Chester, PA, pp 253. 
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “The God of Israel, Zechariah prays, ‘has come to his people and set them free.’ This is 
what God always wants to do. He hates the fact that we’ve become enslaved by sin and fear, 
and accordingly, he wants to liberate us. The central event of the Old Testament is an event of 
liberation from slavery. We are, as sinners, enslaved to our pride, our envy or anger, our 
appetites, our greed, our lust—all of which wrap us up and keep us from being the people we 
want to be. 
 Zechariah continues: ‘He has raised up for us a mighty Savior, born of the house of his 
servant David.’ God will affect his liberation through the instrumentation of a mighty Savior. 
This should be read against the background of Israel’s long history of military struggle against its 
enemies. A great warrior has come, and he is from the house of Israel’s greatest soldier, David. 
God had promised that he would put a descendant of David on the throne of Israel for all 
eternity, and Zechariah is prophesying that this will take place.”3 
 
    Boot Camp for Rookie Disciples 
 Jesus came into a dysfunctional world torn asunder by evil and strife, with the 
monumental task of “creating new hearts” (Psalm 51; Ezekiel 36:26). It is therefore not 
surprising that much of his teaching was met with skepticism and disbelief. Jesus is the loyal 
friend of sinners and One who gives the Comforter (John 14:26), yet He does not hesitate in 
speaking bold truth when necessary (John 8:11). As Fr Dave Pivonka, TOR states: “We want to 
create an image of God that is in our image—not necessarily who he really is. We don’t want an 
image of God who is going to say anything that’s difficult. But being faithfully obedient and 
doing the will of God is ultimately essential to our faith and our ability to follow Jesus. Some of 
that stuff is just hard, but it’s always motivated by love.”4 
 
 Jesus warns that complete surrender is required to be a disciple. Specifically, how does 
Jesus make clear His expectations in Luke 9:57-62; 14:25-34? ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 What has it cost you to be a Christian? ________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Tom White, Director of The Voice of the Martyrs, shares: ‘I was in the central highlands 
of Vietnam when someone remarked about how the Christians suffer there. One Vietnamese 
Christian remarked: ‘Suffering is not the worst thing that can happen to us. Disobedience to 
God is the worst thing.”5 
 
                                                        
3 Bishop Robert Barron. Advent Gospel Reflections: Luke 1:67-79/ December 24, 2021. Accessed online from Word 
on Fire. 
4 Father Dave Pivonka, TOR. Quoted by Daily Catholic Wisdom on January 23, 2021. Accessed online at 
yourfriends@catholicwisdom.org. 
5 The Voice of the Martyrs. Jesus Freaks: Stories of Those Who Stood for Jesus. (c) 1999 by Albury Publishing, Tulsa, 
OK, pp 40. 
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 What do you learn about the cost of discipleship in Luke 14? ______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Jesus knows well that it is impossible for us to follow Him without the daily assistance of 
the Holy Spirit. In fact, He simply declares: “Without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). Jesus 
will pour His very real love into our hearts (Romans 5:5) to enable us to love enemies and carry 
our cross daily. St Faustina describes her conversation with Jesus: “During Holy Mass, I saw 
Jesus stretched out on the Cross, and He said to me, ‘My pupil, have great love for those who 
cause you suffering. Do good to those who hate you.’ I answered, ‘O my Master, You see very 
well that I feel no love for them, and that troubles me.’ Jesus answered, ‘It is not always within 
your power to control your feelings. You will recognize that you have love if, after having 
experienced annoyance and contradiction, you do not lose your peace, but pray for those who 
have made you suffer and wish them well.’”6  
 Name one instance in which you have loved someone this week, by the grace of Jesus, 
which you would not have been able to do if you were not a Christian disciple. ______________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Motto of a Catholic saint: “Love and let Jesus and Mary have their way” (Blessed Dina 
Belanger).7 
 
 “Luke 6:27-49 can be summarized by listing four spiritual practices that are meant to be 
a part of every Christian’s life: 
 a) Live by the Golden Rule (Luke 6:27-36); 
 b) Recognize your own faults (Luke 6: 37-42); 
 c) Have a good heart (Luke 6:43-45); 
 d) Base your life on the Rock (Luke 6: 46-49). 
Select one of these and share how you put it into practice in your own walk with the Lord.”8  
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “In the Gospel of John, Jesus announces: ‘I am the light of the world.’ Christianity is, 
above all, a way of seeing. Everything else in Christian life flows from and circles around the 
transformation of vision. Christians see differently, and that is why their prayer, their worship, 
their action, their whole way of being in the world have a distinctive accent and flavor. 
 And Jesus is the way to see. When we are grafted onto him, when we assume his mind 
and his attitude, when we live his life, we are able to see th world as it is, and not through the 
distorting lens of our fear and hatred.”9 
 
                                                        
6 St Marie Faustina Kowalska. Divine Mercy Daily: Daily Reflections from the Dairy of Saint Maria Faustina 
Kowalska. (Dairy, 1628). Accessed online November 18, 2020 from divinemercydaily@marian.org. 
7 Magnificat: April 2022/ Vol. 24, No.1. “Saints Who Were Musicians: Blessed Dina Belanger,” pp 356. 
8 Hahn, Scott and Jeff Cavins. Study Guide: Our Father’s Plan: A Catholic Bible Study of Salvation History. (c) 2002 by 
Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA, pp 57. 
9 Bishop Robert Barron. Daily Gospel Reflections: John 8:12-20/ April 4, 2022. Accessed online from Word on Fire. 
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 “You may never have to face the decision of whether or not to die for your faith, but 
every day you face the decision of whether or not to live for it.”10 
 
    Jesus Redefines Holiness 
 Jesus, the Holy One, is Himself the Holy of Holies and redefines holiness not as some 
concern for external purity, but as an interior, new life in the Trinity itself.  
 The Jews looked to the Temple as that particular place where God in all His glory could 
be expected to be found; it was the place where sinful Jew and holy God could converse, after 
due sacrifice was made for sin. At the Presentation of the Lord, God finally returned to His 
Temple, even though only a few recognized it (Simeon, Anna). 
 In those early years of Christ, his cousin “John the Baptist, the son of the priest 
Zechariah, grew up in and around the temple, acquainted with its rituals. And he sensed that 
the true Messiah was on the horizon. And so he went away from the old temple, but he 
continued to act as a priest of a new Temple. 
 John was baptizing people in the Jordan. Why this ritual? Well, in the Jerusalem temple, 
a pilgrim would cleanse himself in a mikvah, a ritual bath, before he entered to make sacrifice. 
John was acting as a priest, and the River Jordan was his mikvah. But what—or, better, who—
was the new Temple? Jesus, who came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John. The 
heavens were torn open and the Spirit, like a dove, descended on him. 
 This is temple talk. When the high priest entered into the Holy of Holies, he was 
entering into the heavenly realm. The Holy of Holies was the place where ‘the heavens were 
torn open’ and a humble human being could enter. So the point is that Jesus is Himself the new 
Holy of Holies.”11 
 
 Review the Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 10:25-37 to get a sense of just how Jesus 
redefines holiness. The Pharisees as ‘the separated ones’ could not touch any dead animal or 
person, or anyone infected with a contagious disease, etc. Jesus, on the contrary, reached out 
to touch lepers, ate in close fellowship with sinners and outcasts. A quick panoramic view of his 
disciples shows among the ranks a shunned tax collector (Matthew), those with a quick and 
violent temper before conversion (James and John), and those who struggled with severe 
mental illness (Mary Magdalene).  
 Who among those who passed the man assaulted by robbers and left for dead assisted 
him? How does Jesus define a good neighbor? Why is mercy so central to Jesus’ teaching? ____ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “In Jesus’ parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke 15: 11-32, the younger son sets off for a 
distant country and squanders his wealth. This is a picture of Israel in exile, who squanders his 
inheritance. Re-read the parable, and put yourself in the position of that son. Describe the 

                                                        
10 The Voice of the Martyrs. Jesus Freaks: Stories of Those Who Stood for Jesus. (c) 1999 by Albury Publishing, Tulsa, 
OK, pp 21. 
11 Bishop Robert Barron. Daily Gospel Reflections: January 10, 2021, on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
Accessed online from Word on Fire. 
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inheritance you have in Christ (things like the richness of the Eucharist, for example, or Mary as 
your Mother). Is there any sense in which you are squandering your inheritance?”12 _________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The parables of Luke 15 and the story of ‘lost’ Zacchaeus found in Luke 19:1-27 all 
underscore Jesus’ keen interest in finding the lost sinner and celebrating upon his conversion. 
The core thrust of the entire Gospel proclamation is to “repent and believe.” Jesus came to 
save those unable to save themselves. One day we shall all stand before our Savior and Just 
Judge, just as the woman caught in adultery in John 8:1-11. “As Saint Augustine famously said: 
‘Only two remained, the miserable one and Mercy Himself.’ When we look at Jesus on the cross 
we see the one and only source of our hope (Acts 4:12).”13 But this mighty Messiah has come to 
wage war with sin and death, not any political enemies; much greater things were at stake in 
this conflict than mere political supremacy. Hence, Jesus will tell Pilate: “My kingdom is not of 
this world” (John 18:36). 
 
   Jesus Shares His Power and Authority 
The Centrality of Healing in Jesus’ Ministry  
 Jesus came to do two basic things: (1) to give you new life, a loving relationship of union 
with his Father and himself, through the Holy Spirit; (2) to heal and free you from all those sick 
elements in your life that need to be transformed so that new life may freely enter. Jesus’ 
healing acts were themselves the message that he had come to set us free; they were not just 
to prove that his message was true. He healed not to prove He was God but because He was 
God! 
 “Bringing healing and wholeness on many levels in people’s lives was absolutely central 
to the ministry of Jesus Christ when He was physically present on earth. There are 41 distinct 
instances of Jesus bringing physical and /or mental and emotional healing in the Gospels, 
including the following: 
 *Man with unclean spirit (Mark 1:23-27); 
 *Man with leprosy (Matthew 8:2-3) 
 *Man with withered hand (Luke 6:6-10); 
 *Widow’s son raised (Luke 7:11-15); 
 *Gadarenes Demoniac (Matthew 8:28-33).  
As Jesus was preparing His disciples for His departure, He specifically instructed them to 
continue to do what He had done on earth. ‘I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will 
do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father’ (John 14:12).”14 We are not divine, we are not Jesus, but we can do what Jesus did by 
submitting ourselves to the power and control of the Holy Spirit. Like Jesus we have power 

                                                        
12 Cavins, Jeff. Workbook: The Bible Timeline: The Story of Salvation, pp 254. 
13 Magnificat: April 2022/ Vol. 24, No. 1, pp 49. 
14 Evans, Michael. Learning to Do What Jesus Did: How to Pray for Physical, Emotional, and Spiritual Healing. (c) 
2015 by Wholeness Ministries, Bakersfield, CA, pp 1-1. 
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which comes from the gift and anointing of the Spirit, and we have authority which comes from 
our relationship with the Father through the Son. This is delegated authority. 
  
 Jesus intended to share this mission with you. Luke 16 states that Jesus’ healing ministry 
is extended to ALL believers (YOU): “These signs will accompany those who believe: IN MY 
NAME they will drive out demons, they will speak new languages, they will lay hands on the 
sick, and they will recover.” It should be ordinary that extraordinary things happen when we 
pray BECAUSE we have power and authority. Jesus empowered and commanded his disciples to 
preach the Kingdom of God and to heal the sick. How is this confirmed in Luke 9:1-2 and Mark 
16:15-18? _____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Review Genesis 3:15, called the Protoevangelium. How is it fulfilled later by Jesus’ 
disciples sharing His mission, as described in Luke 10:18-20? ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Moreover, Jesus gives his disciples the ability to do what, in John 20:21-23 and Matthew 
18:18-20? (See CCC 553 as well). ___________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does the term “bind and loose” refer both to the forgiveness of sins and to 
deliverance from evil? ___________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 How are you presently sharing in the mission of Jesus? What steps might you take today 
to more actively participate in His mission? __________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “My life goal is to stay connected to Jesus”- Blessed Carlo Acutis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Glenda Canfield, April 2022. 


