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  MESSIANIC FULFILLMENT: PART THREE 
 
Read: Luke 19:28-24:53 
Corresponds to Workbook pp 143-148; 255-258 
 
    Love Me?- Prove it! 
 The climax of the Salvation Story which began with the first strokes of Genesis is found 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus spoke of his “coming hour” frequently to His 
disciples, who were only able to begin to fathom its import after the descent of the Holy Spirit 
would bring clarity and understanding. “This ‘hour,’ the culmination of his life’s work, coincided 
with his cross. And in what is perhaps the most disturbing mystery of the New Testament, this 
macabre glorification through crucifixion, is not simply the result of evil human choices; it is 
also willed by the one whom Jesus called ‘Abba, Father.’ Somehow, it is the deepest purpose of 
the Incarnation; somehow it is why he was sent. And therefore the assault on death was the 
ultimate mission of the Son of God. There could be no place untouched by the divine mercy, no 
refuge from the press of God’s relentless love. Because the Son has gone to the limits of 
godforsakenness, we run from the Father only to find ourselves, at the end of our running, in 
the arms of the Son. 
 As a parent would go anywhere in order to rescue his child, so God, the parent of the 
human race, went into the darkest reaches of body and soul in order to save us. And therefore, 
this is the meaning of the cross:  God is heart-broken love.”1 
 
The cross reveals your identity: You are beloved! 
 “You belong to Someone! 
  And what is your name?  
   Beloved. 
  That’s your name.  
   You’re mine.  
  That’s your name. 
 I don’t matter because of who I am. 
  I matter because of Whose I am. 
 I’m not somebody.  
  I’m Somebody’s. 
 I’m precious, and I’m worth dying for. 
This is the best news ever.”2  
 
How does Isaiah 43:1 speak the truth of your worth to God? ____________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “How precious we must be to God! How momentous our lifespan! God wants us to seize 
hold of life, hoard its unique opportunities for growth, grasp its chances to express our love and 
gratitude to him who loved us first. ….. Someone died for us that we might live with abundant 
life.”3 
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              The New Covenant: What’s New? 
 “After the great Sinai covenant between God and his holy people had been concluded, 
Moses ordered the Israelites to construct an altar and twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of 
Israel. Then, having slaughtered a series of oxen, Moses took the blood and splashed half of it 
on the altar and half on the people. What he effected thereby was a kind of blood-brotherhood 
between the people of Israel and the God who had liberated them from slavery. Each partner 
to the agreement pledged, as it were, his lifeblood to the other. Though God certainly remained 
faithful to the covenant, Israel, sadly, did not. 
 Then came Jesus of Nazareth, the one who, in his very person, brought together divinity 
and humanity. As such, Jesus was, himself, the fulfillment of the covenant, the coming together 
at last of the faithful Lord and faithful Israel. At the climax of his life, in the presence of his 
intimate band, meant to symbolize the twelve tribes, the God-man spoke of a new covenant in 
his blood, and he invited his companions to drink that blood. 
 What was symbolized externally in the blood ritual described in the Book of Exodus 
came to full and real expression at the Last Supper. Those privileged to assist at that meal were 
not only covered in the blood of the new covenant, they imbibed it, making it part of 
themselves. How wonderful that this literal incorporation into the covenant is re-enacted at 
every Mass.”4 
 How would you explain to an inquisitive young adult why Jesus’ death matters? How 
would you respond that God the Father is cruel to require such a deed from anyone? ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 Compare Jesus’ sacrifice to that of Abraham/Isaac. How are they similar? (Genesis 22) 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus fulfill Genesis 22:8? __________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does John the Baptist identify Jesus in John 1:29, 35-37? _____________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Jesus is referenced as the Lamb of God twenty-eight times in twenty-two chapters in the 
Book of Revelation! 
 
 
 The early Christians saw Jesus as the ultimate fulfillment of so many Old Testament 
prophecies and types. Saint Melito of Sardis, who was a bishop and prominent writer in the 
early Church until his death in AD 180, wrote a poem entitled ‘The One in Whom Everything is 
Fulfilled,’ which begins: 
 This is the Pascha of our salvation: 
  This is the one who in many people endured many things. 
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 This is the one who was murdered in Abel, 
  tied up in Isaac, 
  exiled in Jacob, 
  sold in Joseph, 
  slaughtered in the lamb, 
  hunted down in David, 
  dishonored in the prophets…. 
 This is the lamb slain, 
  who rose from the dead and  
   resurrected humankind from the grave below.”5 
 
 Did Jesus link Himself to Old Testament revelation, according to Luke 24:27? This is 
interesting to note that Jesus conducted a Bible Study on Salvation History within hours of His 
resurrection! __________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 How did these disciples recognize Jesus (Luke 24:31, 35)? ________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
“Once the bread is broken, and he is recognized, Jesus disappears. Jesus promised to be 
present in the breaking of the bread, and now that the bread has been broken with his priestly 
hands, he is with them, and they no longer need his bodily presence…. At Emmaus, Jesus opens 
the Scripture, which is followed by the Eucharistic meal. Word and Sacrament are thus 
entwined, and every Mass follows the Emmaus model, beginning with the Liturgy of the Word, 
in which the Church parallels the Old Testament reading with the Gospel reading (showing 
Jesus as the fulfillment of Israel’s story), followed by the liturgy of the Eucharist, in which Jesus 
is present in the breaking of the bread….. We should be attentive: we are always in God’s 
presence. When we approach Holy Communion, we are drawing near to the fire of God’s  
love. ”6 
 
         Jesus as the New Passover Lamb 
 “Passover had more than an ordinary importance in Jesus’ life: it was central to His 
mission, a definitive moment. Jesus is the Lamb. When Jesus stood before Pilate, John notes 
that ‘it was the day of preparation of the Passover; it was about the sixth hour’ (Joh 19:14). 
John knew that the sixth hour was when the priest were beginning to slaughter the Passover 
lambs. This, then, is the moment of the sacrifice of the Lamb of God. 
 Next, John recounts that none of Jesus’ bones were broken on the cross, ‘that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled’ (19:36). Which Scripture was that? Exodus 12:46, which stipulates 
that the Passover lamb must have no broken bones. We see, then, that the Lamb of God, like 
the Passover lamb, is a worthy offering, a perfect fulfillment. 
 In the same passage, John relates that the onlookers served Jesus sour wine from a 
sponge on a hyssop branch (see Jn 19:29; Ex 12:22). Hyssop was the branch prescribed by the 
Law of Passover sprinkling of the lamb’s blood. Thus, this simple action marked the fulfillment 
of the new and perfect redemption. And Jesus cried out, ‘It is finished.’ 
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 Finally, in speaking of Jesus’ garment at the time of the crucifixion. John uses the precise 
term for the vestments the high priest wore when he offered sacrifices such as the Passover 
lamb.”7 
 How does the New Testament (Mass) present salvation in terms of sacrifice, Passover, 
and Lamb? ____________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Every Mass is a re-presentation of Calvary’s three hours. How aware are you of having a 
front-row seat of Jesus, the High Priest, being both victim and presiding priest of the event that 
saves you this day from your sin and from the price of sin, which is death? (Romans 6:23; CCC 
1104) _________________________________________________________________________ 
 “At the heart of the Passover meal was the eating of a lamb, which had been sacrificed, 
in remembrance of the lambs of the original Passover, whose blood had been smeared on the 
doorposts of the Israelites in Egypt. Making his Last Supper a Passover meal, Jesus was signaling 
the fulfillment of John the Baptist’s prophecy that he, Jesus, would be the Lamb of God and the 
definitive sacrifice. 
 This sacrifice is made sacramentally present at every Mass—not for the sake of God, 
who has no need of it, but for our sake. In the Mass, we participate in the act by which divinity 
and humanity are reconciled, and we eat the sacrificed body and drink the poured-out blood of 
the Lamb of God.”8 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Summary: How does Jesus fulfill the Lamb theme found in Genesis 22:8; Exodus 12:3; and John 
1:29? Why is the Lamb such a potent image—and a strange one (compared to mighty images 
such as the Lion of Judah)? _______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “What does it mean ‘to be saved’? Do we often consider that we are not only saved 
from sin, but primarily for divine life?”9 _____________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
  
  Jesus as the Fulfillment of a Triumphant King of Old Testament 
 Review the entry of Jesus in Jerusalem in Luke 19:28-40 and Matthew 21. How does this 
harken back to what we found in 1 Kings 1:38-39 and 2 Kings 9:13? _______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Adam and Eve had essentially thrown God off His rightful throne in the Garden of Eden. 
Jesus will now move to reestablish that authority after His own struggle in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. How does Jesus’ triumph in the Garden where our first parents failed? _________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Because Abraham and Israel fail to undo the mess of Adam, God himself takes matters 
into his own hands, sending his Son. After Adam’s sin, the Lord said to Adam, ‘Cursed is the 
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ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it 
shall bring forth to you… in the sweat of your face you shall eat bread (Gen 3:17-19). Jesus 
takes Adam’s sin and the resulting curse upon himself. He prays so intensely in another garden, 
that he sweats blood (Luke 22:44). After he is arrested, the Roman guards mockingly crown him 
with a crown of thorns (Matt 27:29). 
 Adam and Eve were forced to leave the Garden of Eden and an angel guarded the tree 
of life. This was necessary, God said, ‘lest he put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life, 
and eat, and live forever’ (Gen 3:22). The cross upon which Jesus suffers and dies becomes the 
new tree of life, from which all of Adam’s descendants can take and eat and receive the grace 
to live in the life of God forever. What is the fruit of this new tree of life? Jesus tell his apostles 
before he dies: ‘This is my body which is given for you’ (Luke 22:19). Jesus tells his disciples that 
‘he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last 
day’ (John 6:54). The fruit of the new tree of life, the cross, is the Eucharist, and by it we have 
eternal life. Jesus’ death on the cross opens up the gates to heaven and to everlasting life, 
undoing Adam’s sin. 
 Jesus defeats the enemy in the same way that the enemy first defeated Adam and Eve: 
through the weakness of the flesh. He assumes flesh, taking on human nature, and offers 
himself as the price for the broken covenant. He crushes the work of the enemy. With Jesus’ 
last breath on the cross, the exile from Eden ends and paradise is opened to Adam and his 
descendants.”10 
 
 How does the crown of thorns worn by Christ relate to Genesis 3:18; Matthew 27:29? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How is a king crowned with thorns not meet Jewish expectations? How is the cross a scandal to 
some? Galatians 3:13-14 and 1 Corinthians 1:18, 23 ___________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
    Jesus’ Own Prophecy Fulfilled 
 Jesus foretold what would occur on the cross, in John 12:32? ___________________________ 
His death had an immediate impact upon whom in Luke 23:39-43, 47-48; Matthew 27:54?  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
How does Jesus’ passion draw you to Him? __________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How does St Paul describe what he learns from the cross in Galatians 2:20? __________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 “Everything is a reminder of the Cross. We ourselves are made in the shape of a cross”- 
St John Vianney. 
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 “In difficult moments, I will fix my gaze upon the silent Heart of Jesus stretched on the 
Cross, and from the exploding flames of His merciful Heart, will flow down upon me power and 
strength to keep fighting”- St Faustina. 
 “The cross is the school of love”- St Maximilian Kolbe. 
 “Why did you suffer for me, dear Jesus? For love! The nails….the crown…. The cross… all 
for the love of me!”- St Gemma Galgani. 
 
(c) Glenda Canfield, April 2022. 
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